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SYDNEY LOOKS BACK 
by isadore Brodsky 


In this entertaining book the author tells of 
bygone activities, customs and events that have 
given Sydney its “atmosphere”, Some of the 
incidents he relates will be remembered by older 
citizens, others will be heard for the first time 
by this generation. Ilustrated, 42/- (post 9d,). 


SELECTED POEMS OF HENRY KENDALL 


For almost a century Henry Kendall has been 
part of the living literary tradition of Australia, 
and in this book are presented poems represen- 
tative of all sections of his work. 17/6 (post 
9d.). 


THE HIDDEN ENEMY 
by V. H. Lloyd 


This novel tells of the rescue of a party of 
women stranded at a mission station in New 
Guinea during the early part of the Japanese 
invasion. Jungle fighting is vividly depicted and 
the strength of the man leading the rescue party 
dominates the whole. 17/- (post 7d.). 


STRANGER TO THE SHORE 

by Kenneth Dodson 

A love and adventure story, “Stranger to the 
Shore” is set against the background of a 
neutral port in wartime, with all its intrigues 


and turbulence. 17/6 (post 10d.). 


Available from all Booksellers and . . . 


AUSTRALIAN LITERARY ESSAYS 
by Frederick T. Macartney 


This collection contains essays on Australian 
themes by the well-known critic and poet, 
Frederick Macartney. Imaginative and know- 
ledgable, they are fine examples of: his critical 


work. 21/- (post 7d.). 


POEMS, 1940-1955 
by Ernest G. Moll 


The nostalgia of an Australian for his homeland 
is expressed in many of these poems by “one of 
Australia’s absentee poets of merit’. The author 
has for many years been Professor of English 
at the University of Oregon, Eugene, in the 
United States. 21/- (post 9d.). 


SOUTH WITH MAWSON 
by Charles Laseron 


This epic of courage and endurance is a record 
of Australia’s first Antarctic expedition in 1911, 
This new edition of Laseron’s enthralling account 
of that venture makes a timely appearance in 
the present International Geophysical Year. 
21/- (pest 9d.), 


ONE MAN WAR | 
by Hal Richardson 


This is the stirring story of Jock McLaren, some- 
time leader of guerillas in the Philippines during 
the second world war. “If there are any more 
stories like thie in army files, they should cer: 
tainly not be allowed to moulder away any 


Sun”, Sydney. 16/- (post 7d.). 
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89 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. Telephone B 0363 
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McLEOD’S BOOKSTORE 


invites you to browse at will 
among our select stock of 
GENERAL, TECHNICAL and 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


A. McLEOD 


107 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane 
and at Rockhampton 


G.P.O. Box 872L Phone B 2921 


The Bookshop of 


Everett’s 


BOOKBINDING 
SERVICE 


Margareta Webber 


McEWAN HOUSE 
343 LITTLE COLLINS STREET 
MELBOURNE 


Specialising in 


GENERAL LITERATURE 


|| BOOKSHOP — STATIONERY 
458 KING GEORGE’S ROAD, 
BEVERLY HILLS 


CHILD = PsycHoLocy 


Books FoR CHILDREN 


Telephone: MU2418 


Private Address: 


Halcyon Street, Padstow 
SYDNEY 
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FORWARD LIBRARY SUPPLY tn. 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 
Room |, First Floor 


THE BLOCK, 98 ELIZABETH STREET 
MELBOURNE, C.1 
C1321, C1322. 


GENERAL LITERATURE 
FICTION 
JUVENILE BOOKS 


Suppliers to Libraries and Schools 


— 


Talking of Books... 


Speagle’s Bookshop 
Pty. Ltd. 


The Children’s Book 
SPECIALIST 


CONTINUOUS SUPPLIES 
of the 
LATEST BOOKS 
in all fields 


can be got at 


J. THOMSON 


Bookseller 


CITY MUTUAL BUILDING 
311 QUEEN STREET 
BRISBANE 


Telephone: B 4523 FiFTH FLoor 


317 St., MELBOURNE, C.1 
(Near cr. Elizabeth St.) 
MU 3296 


Clients can enjoy the service of a 
comprehensive Circulating Library. 


Inspection invited 


“Knowing I lov’d my books, 
he furnish’'d me... . 


LIBRARY BINDING 


SPECIALISTS 


THE 


PHOENIX BOOKSTORE 


Handles Books of 
QUALITY and 
IMPORTANCE 


ALL Work THOROUGHLY 
SUPERVISED 


for 


Only Best Material Used 


students «..d readers of 
discrimination and taste 


Stocks are based on a wide and varied 


LES. BADDOCK PTY. LTD. 
(Established 35 years) 
162 RILEY STREET, SYDNEY 93 CREEK STREET 
Tel. FA 1174-5 BRISBANE 


and Representative will call Phone: B 6672 


A. B. C. 
BOOKBINDING PTY. LTD. 


offers you an extensive library service 


We specialize in the binding of 
¢ LIBRARY BOOKS 
JOURNALS 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
®* QUARTER BINDING OF MAGAZINES, ETC. 
* MAGAZINE COVERS 
GOLDBLOCKING 
PLASTIC BOOKCOVERS 


Quality work at competitive prices 


Inquiries from interstate and country clients invited 


495 Collins Street Telephone MB 1797 
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Save time with... 


THE S & M 
ELECTRIC LETTERING STYLUS 


A new type electric lettering stylus which will revolutionize book 
processing will be available early September. 


The S & M stylus is an entirely Australian made pen, built to the speci- 


fications of Australian librarians. 


Features of the pen are: 


Plugs into standard 3-pin power socket. 
The pin is earthed and in all respects 
complies with safety regulations. 


Complete safety ‘of operation. The power 
is reduced by a transformer to a harmless 
13 volts. 


Cannot overheat as the element is deep 
in the point of the pen. 


Safety pilot light indicates when the power 
is switched on. 


Sturdy construction and parts always avail- 


able. 


The cost of the Electric Lettering Stylus is £9/12/6 (plus sales tax). 


Transfer Papers are available in white, black, yellow and orange, rolls 1 inch « 200 feet, 
for 15/- per roll. 


Ss. & M. SUPPLY COMPANY 


229 CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY — MA 4723 
457 RIVERSDALE ROAD, HAWTHORN EAST, VIC. — WB 5179 
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NEW BOOK RARE BOOKS 


Early Australia and Pacific — Natural History — Horticulture — Biographies 
Art — Literature — Private Presses Limited Editions 


We recommend the following: 

A KORAO NO NEW ZEALAND, or the New Zealander’s First Book, being an attempt 
to compose some Lessons for the Instruction of the Natives (Thomas Kendall). 
Na is a facsimile edition of that which was published in Sydney in 1815. £3/15/-. 

ost 5d 

THINGS WORTH WHILE (Evelyn Cheesman). The autobiography of the eminent woman 
entomologist and of her expeditions in the South Seas. Many illustrations. £1/6/-. 
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A Weed from Callimachus: 


By jean P. Wuyrte, B.A., A.M. 


sefore Friday, 16th November, if you 
had asked me who Callimachus was, I 
would have said that he was the librarian 
of the Alexandrian Library, that he was a 
Greek poet and scholar, and that he was 
one of the first librarians whose name we 
know (and, incidentally, the first “literary 
gent” to run a library), and all of these 
things are true, but they are by no means 
the whole story. For Callimachus is like 
Merlin, or Peter Pan, or Rip Van Winkle. 
He is not dead—he has lived as long as the 
world has had libraries, and he lives today. 
I saw him last night in the stacks. I regret 
that he could not come to our meeting 
tonight; in fact I fear that I shall not see 
him again, but some of you who are 
younger than I am may be here to greet 
him when he returns. 


If only I could read and speak Greek! 
For much of Callimachus’s story can only 
be told in that language and I could not 
even listen with understanding. Some of 
his life as a librarian in Rome I did under- 
stand, but my Latin and yours is not good 
enough to enable me to tell you. So I have 
skipped the early part of his life until I 
come to that part of his story which can 
be told in English—to the days when this 
poet was a librarian in the English 
Monastery of York. He was the librarian 
in the monastery from a.p. 600 (he was 
absent on a journey to Italy for a few 
years, when Alcuin took over the library; 
but as you know, Alcuin left the monastery 
in A.D. 796 to journey to Tours and set up 
his school of calligraphy). At first, 
Callimachus wrote his poems almost entirely 
in Latin, and indeed he told me that the 
Anglo-Saxon which the native English 
were speaking at the time seemed a bar- 
barous language to him—until he met an 
English monk called Caedmon. Caedmon 


‘This Presidential Address was delivered to the 
South Australian Branch of the Library Associa- 
tion of Australia on 28th November, 1956. 
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was a poet, and he admired some hex- 
ameters which Callimachus had written, so 
Callimachus asked to read some of 
Caedmon’s own verse. This verse was a 
revelation to Callimachus. He liked the 
strongly accented Anglo-Saxon lines and 
towards the end of the eighth century he 
wrote a number of poems in Anglo-Saxon 
under the pseudonym of Cynewulf. 


The monastic library was not, as I had 
expected, entirely devoted to religious works 
and canon law. Perhaps because Calli- 
machus was a poet, he collected poems and 
stories written not only in Latin but also 
in French and Anglo-Saxon. Among these 
manuscripts were those of Gawain and the 
Green Knight, Pearl, and Piers the 
Plowman. We have not been able to prove 
the authorship of Piers the Plowman and 
I have a theory that Callimachus knew 
more about the author than he cared to 
admit. Certainly he used the same verse 
rhythms with ease: 


To him who beareth the book: behold we are 
bounden 

For that wight hath wisdome: well favoured is he 

Who hereth high mystery: and in his herte 
keepeth. 

And loveth to lerne: and for men illumine 

The sayings of the Savior: and Son of the 
Highest. 


But derkely the devil: deleth with the dremer 
Privately promising: power over all men. 
Grete care must he carry: the Keeper of Know- 
ledge, 

That servants of Satan: sit not in scriptorum. 
He checketh the cheater: with chains on his 
volumes. 

wicked wights 
wisdome. 


Lest steleth: the wordes of 


In about 1400, Callimachus set off for 
China and the East. He returned to Europe 
in the middle of the fifteenth century to find 
the monasteries and the universities which 
were springing up everywhere buzzing with 
the news of the invention of printing. 
Callimachus was a scholar, and a poet, and 
a librarian. He loved books and believed in 
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their value as preservers of the records 
upon which his world was based. And he 
loved the beauty of the volumes in the 
monastic libraries—the old Irish half- 
uncials and the clear rounded script of the 
Carolingian Minuscule — with their ornate 
illuminations. But he had been in the 
universities, and had seen the poorly 
written, ugly books, which the students 
hired from the stationarii, and he had 
regretted the lack of texts for study. So 
he greeted the advent of printing with 
mixed feelings: 


Tohannes Gutenberg, 
Goldsmith of Mainz, 

John Fust, the Master 

And Peter Schoeffer 

Have lightened our travail 
And given us volumes, 

Not written with labour, 

By Scribe at his carrel, 

Sut printed in numbers 

A hundred together, 

So all men here-after, 

May buy books and read them. 
Ah, woe that the beauty, 

Of hand-written volumes, 
Has vanished forever! 

And those who would question 
Their rulers and betters, 

Can send through the Kingdom, 
Their treasonous pamphlets, 
And heretics scatter 

Their lies to the four winds. 
Kor books are no longer 
The precious possessions, 

Of priest and of prelate, 

Of statesman and student. 
And soon like the sea-sand 
They'll grow beyond number: 
And though the King’s axes, 
And all the Queen’s tortures 
Do battle against it, 

The press and the printer 
Shall never stop working. 


The days of the monastic libraries were 
numbered in England, and the next hundred 
years were turbulent ones — and not good 
for such inflammable objects as books. In 
the British Isles the spirit of nationalism 
grew ever more violent. 

Callimachus was in the Library of the 
University of Aberdeen when it was 
founded in 1494. The country was awake 
to the importance of books — in the towns 
of Edinburgh and Aberdeen the towns- 
people were admitted to the University 
libraries. The principal towns of Scotland 
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had lecture schools in which reading in the 
vernacular was taught. 


In 1496 Scotland’s first compulsory 
Education Act was passed. This Act bade 
“all freeholders that are of substance put 
their eldest sons and heirs to schools from 
the age of six to nine years”. And “there- 
after to spend three years at schools of arts 
or law”. 

Throughout the fifteenth and early six- 
teenth centuries, Scotland was the home of 
the greatest poets writing in English, and 
Callimachus contributed something to that 
literature. His greatest friend in Scotland 
was Gavin Douglas, Bishop of Dunkeld, 
who first translated Virgil into the Scottish 
tongue, and truly did Douglas express the 
growing pride in the vernacular literature 
when he finished his twelve-year labour with 
the hope: 

Now salt though with every gentil Scot be kend, 


And to onletterit folk be red on hycht, 
That erst was bot with clerkis comprehend. 


Sen Virgyll beys wydguar in Latyn sung, 
Thus beys my labour red in owr vulgar tung. 
Around about 1600, Callimachus was 
putting away books in the Guild-Hall 
Library in London when in walked a gentle- 
man in the doublet and hose of the day. He 
had a small pointed beard, and his forehead 
was high and wide, but the librarian 
remembered his eyes most vividly—brown 
and very bright and intelligent. 


He asked for Holinshed’s “Chronicles”. 
Callimachus gave him the book and left him 
seated at a table. As he passed the reader’s 
chair an hour later he glanced at the paper 
on which the man was writing and saw: 

. . . Remember, 


First to possess his books; for without them 
He’s but a sot as I am. 


The Bodleian Library was opened at 
Oxford in 1602. We have many letters 
written by Bodley to his Librarian James, 
or as we know, Callimachus. The librarian’s 
life was not always a happy one, and in fact 
some of Bodley’s advice and conditions of 
employment seem a little impertinent : 

Sir, Concerning your letter of the 8. of this 
moneth, I haue not nowe the leasure, so to 
answear it all, as ether I am desirous, or some 
pointes thereof require. But yet if yow please, 
to weigh that little that I write, with a ballance 


LIBRARY JOURNAL 


of a staied and untroubled judgement, I doe not 
doubt but I shall giue yow very good satis- 
faction. And first where yow wonder at my 
suddaine flatte denial of your continuance in 
that place, if so be yow should be maried: I 
did wonder as muche, to see yow come upon 
the suddaine, when I was ready to depart, and 
require to be resolved, what yerely stipend yow 
might trust to: because yow meant, as yow said, 
to resign your felowship very shortly, and might 
determine withall, to take a wife: for whiche 
your state would haue neede, of 4oli stipend at 
the lest. This your abrupt and untimely demaund, 
with unusual termes and wordes, did seeme to 
me so very strange, as I complained unto yow, 
of your ouer late proposal, of a mater of that 
weight, when I was ready to begonne. Howbeit 
mine answear I am sure, was frindly and con- 
siderat. That yow should alwaies be assured of 
2o0li from me, and that in time I made no question 
of raising it further to 20 or 30 more: whereof 
notwithstanding, I could not as yet giue any 
assurance. But for the point of your marriage, 
I might by no means yelde unto it: holding it 
absurd in yow or in any, for sundrie great 
respectes: neither did I, as I signified, see any 
necessitie of giuing ouer your fellowship .. . 
Thus wishing to that humour which bredde the 
subject of this letter, all the purging that may 
be, and yourself all the good that you hart can 
desire, 1 betake both yow and all your actions, 
to God’s good direction. 
your unchangeable frind 
Tho. Bodley." 


Nevertheless, Callimachus believed that his 
library would one day be the pride not only 
of Oxford but of the world: 


Where the sweet Thames meanders on her way, 
The gentle towers of Thomas Bodley rise, 
Here shall the eager scholar spend his day, 

On volumes that the world shall ever prize. 
Here calm and peace dwell with neglected time, 
While scholars study dream and history, 

To give the world back some forgotten rime, 

Or find some clue to nature’s mystery. 

Here shall the men of nations yet to be, 

Pore over volumes by their world un-read, 

And in the peace of Bodley’s Library, 

Shall keep the scholar’s bargain with the dead. 
And though his eyes see not those later days, 
All men who enter shall speak Bodley’s praise. 


For Callimachus the seventeenth century 
was on the whole not very exciting. Of 
course, as a man of letters he found the 
company of Pepys and Milton exhilarating, 
and that of Congreve and Wycherley and 
the other dramatists of the Restoration dis- 
turbing. In fact, to a man who remembered 
_ ' Bodley, Thomas: Letter 14. To James. From 
Burnham, Sept. 11, 1601. In Thornton, J., Mirror 
for Librarians, p. 28. 
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the glories of the Elizabethan stage, the 
light-hearted frippery of the Restoration 
seemed very insignificant. 

He seems to have spent most of his time 
in the Bodleian Library, with a _ few 
journeys, such as his trip to Scotland to the 
opening of the Advocates Library, and his 
voyage to France to see his friend Gustave 
Naude, Librarian of Mazarin’s Library. 
Naude’s influence on Callimachus was con- 
siderable. He insisted that a library should 
contain not only the accepted classics, but 
also the works of contemporary authors: 
not only works written in support of the 
true religion, but also the works of the 
principal “heretics or adherents of religions 
that are new and that differ from the one 
more commonly revered among ourselves 
as being more sound and true”. And he 
also expressed in no uncertain terms his 
belief that the library should be open to all 
who wished to use it: 

Nothing now lacks to complete these instruc- 
tions except to grasp their object and chief 
application: for to suppose that after all this 
trouble and expense these lights should be hidden 
under a bushel and so many great minds con- 
demned to everlasting silence and solitude is to 
understand ill the purpose of a library, which, no 
more or less than Nature herself, is doomed to 
lose all profit of itself, should it exhibit to 
solitude things so great, so noteworthy, so subtly 
formed, so resplendent, so beautiful (and beauti- 
ful not in one regard alone); it would, as you 
know, prefer to be examined, not merely looked 
at. Therefore I shall tell you, Monseigneur, with 
as much freedom as I have affection for your 
service, that in vain does he go to any great 
expense for books who does not intend to devote 
them to the public use and never to withhold 
them from the humblest of those who may reap 
any benefit thereby. 


Callimachus made his first visit to the 
American continent in 16099, when he went 
with Dr. Thomas Bray, who was busily 
founding parochial libraries in Maryland. 


Callimachus told me that he considered 
that the most important happening for 
libraries in the seventeenth century was the 
founding of the Royal Society in 1660 and 
the beginning of the publication of news- 
papers and periodicals. And, of course, 
the most important publication of the cen- 
tury from the librarian’s viewpoint was 
Milton’s “Areopagitica”’. 

When Callimachus told me that he con- 
sidered Allan Ramsay’s Edinburgh Cir- 
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culating Library, founded in 1725, to be a 
great step forward in the provision of 
libraries I was amazed. But he laughed at 


me. 
“Remember”, he said, “I speak of the 
eighteenth century, not the twentieth! 


Before the world could produce the free 
public library it had to learn the value of 
books, and these libraries helped.” 


But the great event of the eighteenth cen- 


tury was the founding of the British 
Museum. You remember the story of its 
foundation: Sir Hans Sloane left his col- 


lection for purchase by the nation and the 
3ritish Museum Trustees decided to hold a 
lottery and to raise the money with which 
to buy a building, and to house not only 
Sloane’s collection, but also the collection 
of Robert Cotton and the Harleian Manu- 
scripts. 

Here are Callimachus’s 
opening in 1759: 


This day we have opened the British Museum 

All men of good will now should sing the Te 
Deum. 

And rejoice that our London and not the Bodleian 

Holds not and forever manuscripts Harliean, 

May the labours of Sloane and collections of 
Cotton, 

se used by the student and never forgotton. 

Because the Archbishop frowned not upon chance 

Our Britain no longer will lag behind France. 

For here will historians gather to read 

The works which the present and future should 
heed. 

And here will the students of politics write 

The books that will alter our world overnight. 

And we shall preserve while the paper shall last, 

The hopes of the present, the dreams of the past. 


verses on its 


I detected in these verses a growing 
interest in the unrestricted use of libraries, 
so I was not in the least surprised when 
Callimachus told me that his term as 
librarian of the Glasgow Mechanics’ Insti- 
tute convinced him that all citizens should 
have free access to books. It seems that he 
helped Edward Edwards and William 
Ewart in their fight for free rate-supported 
libraries throughout the United Kingdom, 
and he certainly rejoiced when the Act was 
passed in 1850: 

No bells ring out in church or street, 

No village echoes with men’s cheers 


But in my ever listening cars— 
T hear a million hurrying feet. 
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And in my dreams I see them tread, 
The steps of buildings yet to be, 
And entering their library, 

They prove the wisdom of the dead. 

For long has knowledge kept her tower 
From days when priests and Kings ruled all, 
Until today the ramparts fall 

And to the common man comes power. 


No longer tied by class or fee, 

The poorest student now may read, 

For Britain here hath done a deed, 
Which sets men’s brains and spirits free. 
May wisdom walk with knowledge still, 

May those who read find truth and light, 

Librarians defend the right 
Of man to read what ’ere he will. 


After the passing of this Act, Callimachus 
felt that he would like a holiday, so he set 
out for the United States, arriving in 1870 
(and I wondered whether his arrival had 
anything to do with the excitement of the 
American librarians at that time). The first 
man that he met was a young student at 
Amherst College. This dark-eyed young 
man was full of what seemed to Callimachus 
rather crazy ideas (and remember that 
Callimachus had lived long enough to know 
the value of crazy ideas), so he listened to 
the young man, and, incidentally, the 
Decimal Classification owes a great deal 
of its acceptance to the fact that Calli- 
machus managed to dissuade its author from 
putting Metaphysics next to Witchcraft 
under the general heading of Humbugs and 
Quackery, and that he insisted that Litera- 
ture should not be made a subdivision of 
the Social Sciences. 

Callimachus was present at the meeting 
in #876 at which the American Library 
was formed. Here is his 
description of the proceedings: 

Up rose Melvil Kossuth Dewey, 
He was young and he was eager. 
At his side Charles Ami Cutter 
Not so young, but just as eager, 
And they spoke unto the meeting 
Spoke as prophets of the future, 
And the others heard the message 
Of these leaders in their wisdom: 
“We will talk of cataloging 

Till the last moon wanes forever, 
Many rules will prove no stronger 
Than the reed beside the river. 
Above all we shall make whoopee 
At our annual bigtime pow-wow.” 


From the United States Callimachus paid 
his first visit to the southerr hemisphere. 
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He arrived in Adelaide in 1884—just in 
time to see the opening of the Public 
Library of South Australia. One of the 
impressive things about Callimachus is the 
way in which he picks up the current verse 
techniques of the day. And he did confess 
that he had been reading the Bulletin before 
writing this verse: 


In a distant Southern country 

Far from London’s smoke and steam, 
The South Australian Company 
Tried Edward Wakefield’s dream. 


They were gentlemen of substance, 
Freely did they come and stay, 
And they didn’t look with favour 
On the folk of Botany Bay. 


When the ships sailed out from Plymouth, 
“Tam-o’-shanter”, “Buffalo”, 

With the Governor and surveyor, 

There were books stored up below. 


Through the years of drought and heat-wave, 
Never beaten, oft dismayed— 

Still the gentlemen of England, 

And the German peasants stayed. 


And their newspapers waxed fatter 
Till in 1884 

The men of South Australia 
Recalled 1834. 


They remembered Robert Gouger, 
And the hundred hooks that he 
Had gathered in Old England, 
For their public library. 

Most were lost but in their places, 
They had 13,000 more, 


So they thought they’d get some culture 
In 1884. 


Samuel Way and Richard Benham, 
(May their glory never fade) 

And a dozen other gentlemen, 

Of prosperous Adelaide. 


Founded, and then wisely governed, 
A State Public Library. 

So the men of South Australia 
Could get light and culture free! 


I do not really know very much about 
Callimachus’s wanderings in Australia, but 
he did leave this comment on the Mitchell 
Library. As you remember, David Scott 
Mitchell, who owned a property in the 
Hunter River district, N.S.W., and who 
spent his early life collecting books on 
English literature, turned to the collection 
of Australiana, and left to the Public 
Library of New South Wales the greatest 
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collection of Australiana that this country 
possesses, 


’Twas the man from Hunter River, 

Who struck the Sydney Town 

And he soon began to quiver 

As he wandered up and down. 

He wandered here, he wandered there till he 
was like to drop, 

Until at last he came upon a second-hand book 
shop. 


“No more for me the labour great, 

Of choosing English manna, 

A fallow field for me doth wait 

In this Australiana. 

I here declare that naught on earth can force 
me now to stop, 

I’ll be the favoured customer of every good book 
shop. 

And when my book collecting’s done 

And | from hope and sin am free, 

I shall bequeath them, every one, 

To New South Wales State Library. 

I'll leave no dead collection, to be a certain flop, 

But | shall leave them cash to spend in every 
good book shop.” 


So Mitchell left the books that he 

Collected with such skill, 

To New South Wales State Library, 

And stated in his will 

That ever in the library the volumes had to stop, 

And gave them cash galore to spend in every 
good book shop. 


As I mentioned at the beginning of my 
talk, I saw Callimachus in the stacks last 
night. On seeing him I hoped that I would 
be able to find out a good deal more about 
his impressions of Australian librarianship 
and in fact of librarianship in general. I 
would like, for instance, to know what he 
thinks of documentation. Whether he 
thinks that librarians ought to go to charm 
schools. What he thinks of Enid Blyton. 
But, alas, I didn’t have a chance to ask him 
any of these questions. His first words to 
me were: 


“Well, I must go now, but I hope that I 
shall be back.” 

“Why the hope? 
What could prevent you 
back?” I asked. 

He looked at me quizzically. 

“T live only as long as libraries live”, he 
said. 

“And how long do you think that will 
be?” Tasked. “Have you not powers to see 
into the future?” 


Why do you doubt? 
from coming 
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Like a flash came his answer. 


“There is no predetermined future to see 
into. It depends on you. But I know a 
great deal about the past, and I rather 
think that if libraries disappear from the 
earth the past and the present will also 
perish. However”, he said, “I must be 
going. Here is my message to yourself and 
and your colleagues. I have had consider- 
able trouble with it. The language has 
deteriorated since 1600 and I am afraid I 
can’t write in the style of Eliot or Auden.” 


I took the piece of paper and read it. 
And I shall now read it to you: 


To you who toil in stacks and fetch and carry 

The books the world holds cheap, but loses dear. 

I speak to you, librarians, and ask 

That you should hearken to my words, for | 

Am a librarian—I too have felt 

The shaking ladder underneath my feet, 

I have stamped dates upon a million cards 

And staggered ’neath the weight of newspapers. 

My friends, like yours, have envied me because 

They think that all I do is read the books. 

(And even as I’m angrily denying 

The charge, I’ve known that I do not read 

Enough — and wondered how I ever can?) 

More than two thousand years have passed since I 

First sorted rolls in Alexandria, 

And I have seen the fires of chance and hate 

Burn through more volumes than your world 
possesses. 

And I have heard men twist the written word 

To serve their dream of power. Have seen men 
change 

The truth of history for a tyrant’s end. 

It is not long, as I can measure time, 

Since books were not the right of every man. 

And even now I see they are denied 

To more than half the men who live on earth. 

Ah yes! I know that knowledge walks with 
power, 

And, without Wisdom, is a dangerous giit. 

I know that books are bad as well as good. 

But hear me —I am no hot headed youth — 

I say there is no future for this world 

I say that there is but little time, 

Unless men learn the lessons that are held 

In books and libraries. These lessons are 

The truth that all we have and all we are, 

We are, because each age, each creed, each 
nation, 

Has given us something that we would not lose. 

The joy that comes from literature, and from 

The growing of a bigger, better rose. 

The faith that comes from history and religion; 

The love that comes from knowledge of mankind. 

And you, who keep the libraries of the world, 

Your task is harder than it’s ever been. 

The world is flooded with the written word — 

You must preserve, select, and see that men 

Can find and use the books, the magazines 

The pamphlets, maps and microfilms, on which 
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The present and the future both depend. 

More loud and strident grows the radio, 

The newspaper, the T.V. and the film, 

More urgent is your task to cater for 

The individual — not “the audience”. 

So to your task, and know the task you do 

Requires more knowledge than you'll ever have, 

Needs more devotion than you'll ever give, 

Gives few rewards —that other men respect. 

Only the satisfaction that you serve 

The cause of human happiness. That you 

Preserve and put into the hands of others 

The bricks and mortar that we need to make 

The world in which we live: the precious stones 

Of Truth and Beauty that do make us men. 
Jean P. Wuyte. 


NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH 
CONFERENCE 


It has been pointed out to the Editor 
that there were some omissions from our 
account in the April issue of the New 
South Wales Branch Conference : “Read- 
ing and Research in a_ Technological 
Age”, held in October last year. Our 
account mentioned two papers given to 
General Sessions at the Conference but 
we omitted that Miss Jean F. Arnot 
gave a paper entitled “Library Methods” 
and that Miss Barbara Johnston, B.Sc., 
gave a paper entitled “Library Equip- 
ment and Materials”. 

We also omitted to mention that the 
University Libraries Section had a dis- 
cussion on “University Library Building 
Plans” and at a joint session with the 
Special Libraries Section heard addresses 
by Miss E. G. Stanley, B.A., and Mr. 
E. H. Wilkinson, B.A., entitled “Peri- 
odicals —their Acquisition, Circulation, 
Research, Use and Preservation”. An 
address on “Literature of the Visual 
Fine Arts in New South Wales” was 
also given by Mr. H. G. Kaplan. 


Regulations Under the New South Wales 
Library Act, 1939-1952 ropt. Bl. Caps 

Members will be interested to know that in 
February of this year, at the request of the 
Library Board of New South Wales, the New 
South Wales Government introduced regulations 
which provide for the issue of Certificates of 
Competency as Librarians and as_ Library 
Assistants by the Library Board of New South 
Wales, and also prescribe the circumstances 
under which Councils operating public library 
services are required to employ librarians holding 
Certificates of Competency. 
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The regulations provide that any person who— 
(i) is twenty-one years of age or over and 
(ii) has satisfied the requirements for pro- 

motion prescribed by Regulation 329A (2) 
under the Public Service Act, or 

(iii) has received the Registration Certificate 
of the Library Association of Australia, 
or has a qualification upon which the 
Association will admit him as a pro- 
fessional member, or 

(iv) has a qualification which, in the opinion 
of the Board, is the equivalent of (ii) 
or (ii), 

is entitled to a Certificate of Competency as a 
Librarian. 

A person who— 

(i) has satisfied the requirements for pro- 
motion prescribed by Regulation 329A (1) 
under the Public Service Act, or 

(ii) has received the Preliminary Certificate 
of the Library Association of Australia, 
or a certificate which the Association 
accepts in lieu of its Preliminary Cer- 
tificate, or 

(iii) has a qualification which, in the opinion 
of the Board, is the equivalent of (i) 
or (ii), 

is eligible to receive a Certificate of Competency 
as a Library Assistant. 


The Library Board has also set up a Register 
of people to whom Certificates of Competency in 
either category have been issued, and is receiving 
applications. 

The regulations also provide that a Council, 
or two or more Councils acting in agreement in 
terms of the Library Act, shall employ as the 
officer-in-charge of its, or their, library service 
a person with a Certificate of Competency as a 
Librarian issued by the Library Board of New 
South Wales. The Board may grant an exemp- 
tion to a Council, or Councils, from the require- 
ments of this regulation in respect of the appoint- 
ment of any person as librarian-in-charge for a 
period of twelve months from the date of his 
appointment. 

There is a provision that where any Council, 
at the date of the proclamation of the regulations, 
was employing a person as officer-in-charge of 
its library service who did not hold the pre- 
scribed Certificate of Competency as a Librarian, 
it may continue to employ that person, but, on 
the occurrence of a vacancy, must make an 
appointment in accordance with the regulations. 

The regulations are regarded as a_ very 
important step forward, and it is expected that 
they will be effective in improving the quality 
of public library service in New South Wales, 
and that they will help also towards better con- 
ditions of employment for librarians in the public 
library field. 


ALLAN & STARK 


The Only Completely Airconditioned 
Departmental Store 


Shop in continual Spring when you walk into Allan & Stark. 
No matter what the weather is like outside, Allan & Stark 
always maintain a blissfully fresh Airconditioned atmosphere. 
You will certainly find shopping much more pleasant when it 
brings you into cool Allan & Stark where the first consideration 
is always customer comfort. 


COOL, AIRCONDITIONED 


ALLAN & STARK 


At the Smarter End of Queen Street 
Brisbane 
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ESSENTIAL READING 


on Automatic Processes in Office 
Administration, Business Planning 
& Factory Production 


OFFICE WORK AND AUTOMATION, by Howard S. Levin. 
This books shows how technology affects the modern business office. Since manage- 
ment expects accountants, estimates and methods men, operation researchers, com- 
outer specialists and statisticians to understand and apply the new techniques, this 
book is invaluable and essential to workers in each of these fields. 


50/6 (postage 1/2). 


seat ng DATA PROCESSING FOR BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY, by Richard G. 
anning. 
This book, written by a leading American systems and research engineer, gives a 
practical and realistic evaluation of electronic data processing, explaining what it is, 
what it can do for a company and how a company should go about investigating 
it. No previous knowledge of electronics is necessary to understand this essentially 
practical survey. 66/9 (postage 1/2). 


ELECTRONIC COMPUTERS and MANAGEMENT CONTROL, by George Kozmetsky 
and Paul Kircher. 
Prepared primarily for the business executive, this is a ear book written in 
non-technical terms explaining how and where electronic computers help solve 
business problems and enable top management more easily to make planning and 
control decisions. 55/9 (postage 1/2). 


AUTOMATION AND AUSTRALIA 
The proceedings of a symposium held at the New South Wales University of 
Technology in September, 1956. 12/6 (postage 6d). 


THE AUTOMATIC FACTORY—WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
The full report of the Margate Conference of the Institution of Production Engineers, 
June, 1955, containing the 21 papers presented at the conference by experts on every 
aspect of automation. It reports on the discussion groups and reviews the display 
of automatic equipment. Well illustrated. 49/9 (postage 1/4). 


APPLIED AUTOMATION, edited by J R. Custer. 


A group of significant articles from the pages of “Automotive Industries’’, showing 
the application of modern automation techniques in automative and aircraft pro- 
duction. Included are examples of automation in a wide range of operations. 
Generously illustrated. 63/9 (postage 2/2). 
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You are invited to inspect our carefully selected stocks of 


BOOKS—DMagazines, Maps, Atlases and Globes. 
STATIONERY — including Card Indexes and Files. 
FOUNTAIN PENS—Ball Points, Pencils and Refills. 
ARTISTS’ MATERIALS—Watercolours and Oils. 
CARDS—for Birthdays, Anniversaries and all occasions. 
PICTURES—Prints and Original Paintings—DMirrors. 


Other Departments and Services include 
PRINTING—Letterheads, Invitations, Return Thanks, etc. 
FRAMING—Pictures, Photographs, Certificates, etc. 
REPAIRS—Fountain Pens, Pencils, etc. 


9 123 PITT STREET 
S A | SYDNEY 
Phone — BW 1001 


(SWAIN & CO. PTY. LTD.), EST. 1895 


A New Edition 
STEEL SQUARE ROOFING : 


Theory and Practice 
By Alex Smith, F.B.I.C.C. 


This comprehensive, well illustrated manual is of value to both the apprentice and the 
advanced carpenter. The author’s aim has been to demonstrate the geometrical principle 
on which a recuired bevel depends, illustrate this thoroughly and then show by sketch 
and photograph how the simplification is effected and applied. 

Chapters on the Roofer’s Notebook, Reading the Square, Setting Out Away from the 
Job, and two sections showing the steel square in photographs, together with the large 
diagrams printed in two colours, make this an outstanding contribution to the literature 
of carpentry. 


Cr. 4to, 130 pages, 94 illustrations. Price 30/- 


ROBERTSON & MULLENS LTD. 


107-113 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne 
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The Dixson Library, the University of 
New England 


By F. H. Rocers, Librarian 


This short paper is an attempt to give 
some information of recent developments 
in Australia’s youngest University library 
system. In order to do this I thought it 
reasonable to preface the piece with some 
brief comments about the University 
itself. 

The University of New England is 
situated at Armidale, on the New England 
Plateau of New South Wales, 3,300 feet 
above sea level and 360 miles by rail from 
Sydney. It is the only University in Aus- 
tralia outside the capital cities, and the only 
one in which all full-time students are in 
residence, The University was established 
in 1937 as a University College of the Uni- 
versity of Sydney at the request of the 
citizens of northern New South Wales. 
By an Act of the New South Wales Parlia- 
ment the University College was granted 
autonomy in February, 1954, and became 
the University of New England. 

The original gift to the University com- 
prised the old homestead “Booloominbah”, 
together with several other buildings and 
183 acres of land. Since then the Univer- 
sity’s holding has increased to 680 acres. 
Teaching blocks containing lecture rooms 
and laboratories have been built, together 
with residences for 142 students. The T. R. 
Forster Memorial Union, which provides 
common-room facilities for students and 
staff, was opened in 1956. 

Students at the University of New 
England are required to live in University 
residences unless they are married or live 
in Armidale with their parents or legal 
guardians. Some University residences are 
situated within the University grounds, and 
others in the town. Three residential col- 
leges are at present under construction at 
the University, and it is intended that 


eventually all students will live in colleges 
in the University Grounds. University 
residences are supervised by a subwarden, 
who is normally a member of the teaching 
staff or a senior student. 

Until 1955 all students of the University 
College or the University were required to 
live in residence. This rule still stands for 
full-time students and gives the University 
a character unique among Australian Uni- 
versities, but in addition the Council of the 
University has now established a Depart- 
ment of External Studies. In March, 1955, 
external students were enrolled for courses 
leading to the degree of Bachelor of Arts, 
and graduate students for an external 
course leading to the Diploma in Education. 
Though the bulk of the teaching in this 
course is done by correspondence, the 
students are nevertheless required to spend 
part of their time in residence at the 
University. 

At present degrees are offered in the 
Faculties of Arts, Science and Rural 
Science. A fourth faculty of Agricultural 
Economics is being established at present, 
and further faculties are under considera- 
tion. A Diploma of Education is offered in 
conjunction with the Armidale Teachers’ 
College. The University co-operates with 
the New South Wales University of Tech- 
nology in the provision of degree courses 
in Arts at the Newcastle University College. 
The University of New England provides 
the curricula, examinations and degrees for 
the Newcastle students. 


At present the University is planning for 
1000 full-time internal students and 1200 
part-time external students by 1965. The 
development programme of a University 
which intends to maintain all its full-time 
students in residence on a collegiate basis, 
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as well as offer courses to some 800 external 
students who are required to be in residence 
from time to time, must be a complex 
undertaking. The building programme for 
student housing indicates the pattern of 
development in the University of New 
England. At present there is a temporary 
arrangement of more than twenty town 
houses plus timbered accommodation on 
the campus. Meanwhile the construction of 
permanent colleges has begun. So also 
with the teaching departments and library. 
For example, the new faculty of Rural 
Science has recently occupied a new timber 
building which will become an animal house 
when permanent quarters are established. 
Until the beginning of February, 1957, the 
Dixson Library existed in the most appalling 
conditions, with many of the books on an 
unheated verandah, their only protection 
from the severe New England winter being 
thin sheets of sordid-looking fibro. 


By 21st February, 1957, it could be said 
that all library service in the University of 
New England had been concentrated in a 
new, temporary, library building, with a 
floor space of approximately 10,000 square 
feet. I have said “new, temporary, library 
building”, since it is recognised that per- 
manent quarters for the library must come 
later, and that the present temporary library 
will then be.available for teaching depart- 
ments. 


Our new quarters are timber-built and 
U-shaped. The two wings, which possess 
roomy basements of brick and concrete, are 
both set towards the east and command 
attractive views to the south, east and 
north. The main floor of the building is 
essentially one large room of approximately 
7200 square feet, divided up, by the use of 
non-bearing walls, into the following areas: 
Administration, 1600 square feet ; Entrance 
Hall, Catalogues, Periodicals Display, 900 
square feet; Book Stack, 2900 square feet ; 
Reading Room, 1800 square feet. The base- 
ment areas are of 1700 and 700 square feet. 


ADMINISTRATION 
The Administration wing consists of a 
Cataloguing and Acquisition Room of 750 
square feet, a Staff Room of 144 square 
feet, Librarian’s Room of 120 square feet, 
Secretary’s Office of 96 square feet, and a 


JULY, 1957 


circulation Department of 264 square feet. 
The rest of the area is taken up by a central 
corridor terminating at the Cataloguing and 
Acquisitions Room, a staircase and hand- 
operated goods lift connecting Acquisitions 
and the North Basement, part of which has 
been developed as a Reception Area. 


Book STACK 

The Book Stack occupies the base of the 
“U”, and can accommodate approximately 
55,000 volumes. The shelving is by Steel- 
built, each row comprising eight free- 
standing double-sided bays. The bays are 
arranged with a central aisle five feet wide 
to allow access to the Reading Room. All 
material in this Book Stack is open access, 
and, with the exception of a Reference and 
Bibliography section, may be borrowed by 
all members of the University. 


ReaDING Room 

The Reading Room, which comprises the 
whole of the South Wing, has no books 
at all, but a seating capacity for 106 readers. 
Tables are conventional examination tables 
arranged in rows of three; chairs are by 
Namco and are the stacking, nesting 
variety. Contemporary “‘fire-side”’ type 
chairs have also been introduced into the 
Reading Room and the area near the 
Periodicals Display. The present seating 
accommodation of 106 for an_ internal 
enrolment of less than 400 students is, for 
the time being, a very satisfactory state of 
affairs. 


CARRELS 


Two carrels have been provided in the 
south-west corner of the library for the 
use of a microfilm reader and a microcard 
reader. 
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BASEMENT (SOUTH) 

This area is being developed, in the first 
instance, as a closed access stack, but open 
access can be achieved quite easily by the 
introduction of a staircase from the corner 
of the Reading Room to the Basement. 
Arrangements have been made to set aside 
approximately 25% of this basement for 
the establishment of an Archives and 
Records Repository for the New England 
district. The rest of the area should accom- 
modate approximately 15,000 volumes. 


BasEMENT ( NortH) 

This basement contains the library staff 
cloak room accommodation, a_ reception 
area and space set aside for a bindery. 
Machinery and materials are being 
assembled and it is hoped that binding will 
be carried out before the end of 1957. 


STAFFING AND SERVICES 

Until the end of 1956 library staff rarely 
exceeded five full-time members. Increases 
have now been made and the present staff 
establishment consists of : 

Librarian 

Assistant Librarians (2). 
Library Assistants (8). 
Stenographer (1). 

Binder and Sewer (2) (vacant). 
Cleaner (1). 

The library staff of eleven includes six 
graduates (five of whom hold professional 
qualifications). Of the remaining five, two 
are reading for registration, while one of 
these two is reading for a degree. A scheme 
of “in-training” is being developed. 

The filling of the present staff establish- 
ment allows the library routines to fall into 
the conventional three-stage arrangement of 
Acquisitions, Cataloguing and Classification 
and Reference. For this purpose one of the 
Assistant Librarians has been given charge 
of Reference and Circulation. These duties 
will include inter-library loan and advice to 
both staff and students. Emphasis here is 
placed, not on the answering of specific 
questions, but the importance of showing 
readers where to look for themselves. I 
believe this service to be most important, 
for the potential of a library as a teaching 
instrument, particularly if it is largely open- 
access, cannot be over-estimated. 


GENERAL READING 

Since the University is residential and a 
little way out of Armidale, a general reading 
section was introduced at the end of 1956. 
It is a fairly mixed bag of detective fiction, 
modern novels and translations of estab- 
lished writers, such as Mann, Mauriac, 
Proust, and Zola. 


TRAINING AND COURSES. 


In-training will commence later in the 
year and, in the first place, will be devoted 
to basic principles leading up to the Pre- 
liminary Examination. It is hoped to come 
to an arrangement whereby training and 
instruction can be open to and shared by 
the library staffs of the Teachers’ College, 
the Armidale Municipal Library, and the 
local branch of the C.S.I.R.O. If the course 
proves successful it could form the basis 
of a formal preparation for registration. 


In addition to this professional training, 
a course devoted to Bibliography and Aids 
to Research will be offered to senior 
students and members of staffs. It will 
consist of: 

1. Historica! bibliography. 

2. Practical bibliography. 

3. Technique of documentation, includ- 
ing methods of compiling and 
arranging bibliographies and foot- 
notes. 

4. Aids to research. 


The sketch plan of the main floor 
indicates the simplicity of design in this 
building, which can be converted, quite 
quickly, into a teaching department. Every 
part of the building has adequate natural 
lighting. Heavy fenestration has even been 
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carried into the Book Stack to facilitate 
conversion at a later date. 

Heating is by gas space heaters aug- 
mented by electric radiators at specific 
points. 

CoNCLUSION 

Librarians always seem to be prepared 
to forecast expansion in terms of staff 
requirements, accession rate and reading 
accommodation. In a recent report to my 
Library Committee I ventured the following 
predictions : 


Staff. As long as the present establish- 
ment can be kept filled, I believe that my 
staff is adequate for the immediate future. 


Present Stock. Estimate: 
Volumes. 
33,000 
Uncatalogued material .. 4,000 
Material brought together 
from store in Sydney, 
and University Depart- 
ments, etc. (mostly un- 


12,000 

External students’ book 
stock in Sydney ..... 10,000 
59,000 


A lot of the unexamined material will 
not be taken on charge, but an examination 
of available figures would suggest that the 
accommodation for books will be exhausted 
by the beginning of 1960. 
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Volumes. 
Book stock (in all stages) 59,000 
(N.B.: This figure includes much 
that will not be taken on charge, 
as well as the External Students’ 
Library of approximately 10,000 
volumes now in Sydney.) 


Stack Accommodation. 


Volumes. 
55,000 
15,000 


Circulation Department 
and Cataloguing Room 5,000 


75,000 


Accessions. 


Volumes. 
July, 1956-April, 1957... 6,500 
Or per annum* ........ 7,800 


This, then, in brief is a progress report 
of library service in the University of 
New England. A report of a move into 
a new building which, it is recognised, will 
have outlived its useful life as a library 
within the next few years. Let us hope 
that the pace of development can be at 
least maintained so that the third and final 
stage of library development can_ be 
achieved in time. 


*This figure does not include purchases for 
external students 
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Le Bibliotheque Nationale de France 


By N. S. Lynravn 
Formerly National Library Liaison Officer in London 


Viewed from the narrow Rue de Richelieu, 
in which it is situated, the Bibliothéque 
Nationale is a grim, grey, fortress-like 
affair. Its outer entrance is a double gate 
set into a long stone wall which is adorned 
at intervals with the notice “Silence”. A 
cobble-stoned courtyard separates the outer 
gate from the main door into the foyer, an 
interesting feature of which is a series of 
marble busts of guardians of the library 
during the course of its history. 


The present librarian is Dr. Julien Cain, 
a man of great influence in the cultural life 
of France, and a member of the French 
Academy. Some conception of the vastness 
of the place can be gauged from the size of 
the collection, which is in the vicinity of 
seven million volumes. The staff employed 
totals 500. There are seven or eight reading 
rooms, which together accommodate some 
1000 readers. All of these rooms were more 
or less filled when I was there—indeed in 
the passage into the main reading room 
there was a queue several yards long 
waiting for seats to be vacated. This 
patronage was described as normal, despite 
the fact that only graduates and others 
whose needs could not be met by other 
libraries were given reader tickets. The 
periodicals reading room seats some 300 
users, and the remaining reading rooms are 
special subject rooms. One of them, the 
geography room, has half a million maps. 
The claim was made that the Bibliothéque 
Nationale was the second largest library in 
the world. 

To learn that the Bibliothéque has prob- 
lems of space was not unexpected. Lateral 
expansion is impossible, as is further pene- 
tration into the watery subterranean depths. 
Some relief has been effected by the 
transfer of sets of little used periodicals to 
a depository at Versailles. 


Most of the library’s acquisitions come 
through the legal deposit section, French and 
colonial publishers being required to supply 
four copies and printers two of every work 
published, though not more than one or two 
are deposited in the Bibliothéque. Masses 
of material, however, are also acquired by 
gift, exchange and purchase. 

The long catalogue room is partitioned 
off into subject and language sections, and 
along one wall new acquisitions ready for 
cataloguing are deposited in bookshelves 
guarded by locked wire mesh doors, and 
cataloguers are given a week to clear the 
previous week’s intake. Pending their 
cataloguing, new works are recorded in a 
temporary catalogue in the acquisition room. 

The Library’s catalogues are kept in a 
room of their own, both in volume and card 
form, the latter being replaced by the 
former as each new volume is printed. At 
the time of my visit the volumes covering 
“S” were the last printed. The card cata- 
loque is physically separated according to 
author and subject approach. 


The classification system is traditional 
and very simple, the principle being division 
by size (fo., 4°, 8° and 16°), broad subject, 
symbolized by letters of the alphabet, 
aspects of the subject, symbolized by a 
small letter of the alphabet or a number, 
edition and accession number (a different 
series for each broad subject). The incor- 
poration of accession number in the call 
number is not an uncommon practice in 
European libraries. 

Across the road from La _ Bibliothéque 
is the International Exchange Centre, which 
negotiates the exchange of French publica- 
tions for those of other countries, and 
which works in close association with La 
Bibliothéque. 
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A short inspection of such a vast institu- 
tion does not permit one to form more than 
a fleeting first-hand impression of the 
nature of its contents. The holdings are 
predominantly of French and Continental 
works, but English language publications 
abound, as indeed do works in the Asiatic 
languages. There is also a wealth of manu- 
scripts and incunabula. But irrespective of 


language one is tempted to say that there 
can be few subjects that are not richly 
represented there. 


A BOOK BY THE PRESIDENT 


Rumour is at last confirmed 
that the President has written a 
book. 

“O!... that mine adversary 

had written a book.” 

It is called Information Index- 
ing and Subject Cataloguing: 
alphabetical, classified coordi- 
nate, mechanical; it is 338 pp., 
8vo; and is published by the 
Scarecrow Press Inc., New York, 
1957, $6.75; Bailey Bros. & 
Swinfen Ltd., London, £3 sterling. 
Advance copies are already in 
Australia. 


We hope to have a full review 
in the next issue of the Journal, 
but in the meantime it appears to 
be the first book on any branch 
of librarianship by an Australian 
librarian which has been pub- 
lished overseas. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Know How Books. An annotated bibli- 
ography. By F. Seymour Smith. 
London: Thames and Hudson, 1956. 


This is a well-produced, classified and 
sometimes annotated guide to 3000 books, 
each of which tells how to do something or 
provides an authoritative introduction to a 
subject. The books seem to be mainly 
British publications, are allegedly in print, 
intended primarily for adults, and priced at 
25/- sterling or less. H.M.S.O. publications 
are not included. 


It has a wide range, with the 600’s pre- 
dominating. It includes on the how-to- 
do-it side a variety of titles, such as “How 
to Pray”, “How to be Attractive”, “How to 
Psychoanalyse Yourself”, “Having a Baby”, 
“How to Clean Everything”, “How I Cured 
My Duodenal Ulcer”, and “How to Stop 
Smoking”, and of the other type, many 
guides, introductions, histories, etc. 


It is intended as a handy desk guide book 
for “librarians, booksellers, and informa- 
tion staff” providing “the essential informa- 
tion about books which are the subject of 
frequent enquiry from the public”. It 
shows title, author, publisher, price, date 
and number of pages. While it seems ideal 
for use in Britain, what is apparently the 
complete omission of material relevant to 
Australia reduces its value to Australian 
librarians in the obvious fields of Zoology, 
Botany, History, etc. 


It will be useful, however, to provide a 
check list of cheap and available publica- 
tions which will be of extreme interest for 
the local public librarian. The 25/- sterling 
limit does exclude some valuable material. 


It has, as one might expect from an 
author who is a librarian, an efficient index. 
A pedantic librarian will not, however, be 
completely happy with the variety in detail 
of classification. For instance, while four 
books on Christian names are classified at 
929.4, ten books on the history of England 
are scattered throughout the general history 
section of three pages at 900. 


To sum up. This is a book selection 
rather than a reference tool. 


A.H. 
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The Impact of the Abstract 


By J. C. Haze, B.A., 
Public Library of New South Wales. 


How much justification is there for the 
librarian who is pleased and sometimes 
smug when an abstract of an unavailable 
article is produced? Should we preen our- 
selves so much when, like as not, the 
abstract makes the reader more determined 
than ever to see the original. Here lies 
the essence of the pudding: what has the 
abstract to offer to the world of books and 
frustrated librarians? This tiny oasis in a 
desert of knowledge will always be a 
blessing for the tormented librarian, the 


sound economic reason being that one refer- 
ence is better than none at all. 

Much has been said and written about 
the subject. It is surprising what thought 
has been provoked by these aggravating 
little time-bombs. For time-bombs they 
are—the library that possesses sets of 
abstracts in various fields has a potential 
not always realised. The wide range of 
subjects dealt with, covering a period of 
years, has a force difficult to parallel. Mind 
you, I do not suggest men could live on 


9TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


Members are reminded that the Ninth Annual Conference of the Association will be 

held in Adelaide from 27th to 29th August, 1957. The programme for the conference 

was published in the April issue of the Journal. There may be some minor rearrangement 

4 Section meetings, but members will be notified of these through their Branches and 
ections. 


The conference will be opened at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 27th August, by the Hon. Baden 
Pattinson, Minister for Education in South Australia, and the official opening will be 
followed immediately by the presidential address. In the evening at 8 o'clock there 
will be the public session of the conference, at which the address will be given by 
Professor W. G. K. Duncan of the University of Adelaide, who is the President 
of the South Australian Branch of the Association. 


The General Council of the Association will meet on Monday, 26th August, and on 
Friday, 30th August, and the Board of Examination will meet on the evenings of 
Wednesday, 28th August, and Thursday, 29th August. 


The official opening of the Conference will take place in the Bonython Hall at the 
University of Adelaide as also will the Public Session of the Conference at 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, 27th August which will be addressed by Professor W. G. K. Duncan. The 
Plenary Session of the Conference and/or the General Council meetings of the Association 


will also be held in the Bonython Hall. 


The reception of delegates given by the South Australian Branch will be held on 
Monday at 8 p.m. in the Graduate Centre at the University of Adelaide. 


All meetings of the General Council will be held in the Symon Library, Public Library 
of South Australia. The meetings of the General Council will be on Monday, 26th 
August, and Friday, 30th August. 
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chemical abstracts alone, but if circum- 
stances were prohibitive enough, a library 
could exist for some time on C.A.’s vitals 
with just a dash of original materials. 


Varossieau says “the value of a collection 
of abstracts is to a great extent determined 
by the quantity of labour involved in using 
the collection to make a literature search 
on a certain subject and by the degree of 
completeness obtained by such a search”. 
He stresses the need for quickness of pub- 
lication to make for accessibility of 
material. This point is important, as the 
successful man is the one who keeps 
abreast with information and who is not 
interested in abstracts which are dated. An 
abstracting service must show its hand 
before the new knowledge and what it may 
unleash has passed. E. J. Crane, writing 
of chemical abstracts, speaks of subject 
indexing as being 50% of the work, because 
“true subjects, not words, are indexed”. 
Such superior indexing takes time indeed, 
but the enormous time lag in issuing 
indexes seriously impairs the value of these 
journals as immediate research tools. 

What is this mighty atom that plagues us 
so often? “An abstract is that which com- 
prises or concentrates in itself the essential 
qualities of a larger thing or of several 
things .... A good abstract is complete, 
clear, accurate, precise and _ reasonably 
brief” (Crane). It should be accompanied 
by sufficient bibliographical description to 
enable the original to be traced, this descrip- 
tion being clear and simple, so that readers, 
unfamiliar with library techniques, will have 
no difficulty in finding the reference. 


The various writers speak of the informa- 
tive and the indicative abstract. These are 
more or less clear-cut types. The informa- 
tive abstract is prepared by “observing a 
clear statement of the problem investigated, 
an indication of experimental methods and 
techniques, the more important results or 
findings shown, a statement of positive and 
negative results” (McGee). To some 
extent this type can replace the original. 
If the essential information can be obtained 
from an abstract, the research worker may 
not have to read the original, which will 
effect considerable economies in time and 
labour if the article has to be borrowed. 
That it can be a substitute is true. when 
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foreign journals are not available. If an 
abstracting journal is to be used as a refer- 
ence tool, the informative abstract is almost 
a necessity. 

This type is weli represented by the fol- 
lowing abstracting services and journals 
with abstracting sections, grouping by D.C. 


American Documentation (‘Litera- 
ture Notes’). 
Journal of Documentation (“Quar- 
terly Documentation Survey’). 


020 Library Science Abstracts. 

320 International Political Science Ab- 
stracts. 

530 Science Abstracts, Section <A 


(Physics Abstracts). 
539 Nuclear Science Abstracts. 
540 Analytical Abstracts. 
Chemical Abstracts. 
Journal of the Science of Food and 
Agriculture (“Abstracts”). 

570 Biological Abstracts. 

580 Plant Breeding Abstracts. 

610 American Medical Association 
Journal (“Medical Literature 
Abstracts” ). 

612 Nutrition Abstracts and Reviews. 

613.6 A.M.A. Archives of Industrial 
Health (“Abstracts from Current 


Literature”). 

614 Public Health Engineering Ab- 
stracts. 

615 Journal of Pharmacy and Pharma- 


cology (“Abstracts of Papers 
Published in Other Journals”). 

621.3 Science Abstracts, Section B 
(Electrical Engineering  Ab- 
stracts ). 

622.8 Metallurgical Abstracts. 

629.13 Aeronautical Engineering Review 
(“International Aeronautical Ab- 
stracts”’). 

631.9 Agriculture and Horticultural 
Engineering Abstracts. 

633 Field Crop Abstracts. 

Herbage Abstracts. 
Tropical Abstracts. 

634 Horticultural Abstracts. 

634.9 Forestry Abstracts. 

636 Animal Breeding Abstracts. 

637 Dairy Science Abstracts. 

639.2 World Fisheries Abstracts. 

660 Journal of Applied Chemistry 
(“Abstracts”). 
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662.6 Fuel Abstracts. 

664 Food Science Abstracts. 

664.1 Sugar (“Sugar Abstracts’). 

666 American Ceramic Society, Journal 
(“Ceramic Abstracts’). 

British Ceramic Society, Trans- 

actions (‘Abstracts’). 

679 Textile Institute Journal (“British 
Ceramic Abstracts”). 

690 Building Science Abstracts. 

770 Photographic Abstracts. 


The indicative abstract seems to be the 
type that is located when the home copy of 
the article is binding or when the periodical 
is not possessed at all. This type is short 
and written with the intention of enabling 
the reader to decide whether he should read 
the original. These often merely para- 
phrase and amplify the title of the article. 
The indicative abstract has also been 
referred to as an annotation. This may be 
a larger variety, but has the same intent— 
that of cajoling the reader into pursuing 
the primary source—the irrefutable original. 


Indicative abstracts are often provided by 
services better known as_ informative; 
indeed most contain a mixture. The fol- 
lowing perhaps best represént this lesser 
category : 


370 Elementary School Journal 
(“Selected References .. .”). 

500 Australian Journal of Science 
(“Australian Science Abstracts”). 

614 American Journal of Public Health 


(“A Selected Public Health 
Bibliography with Annotations” ). 
671 British Non-Ferrous Metals Re- 
search Association—Bulletin. 
692 English Historical Review 
(“Notices of Periodicals and 
Occasional Publications . . .”). 


The country cousin of the abstract is 
worthy of mention and shows up quite well 
against the city slicker. This country 
bumpkin is the index, but it belies its back- 
ground. In many ways its greenness has 
more substance than the sophistication of 
the star turn—it is not subject to doubt 
because reference to the original is neces- 
sary; it can be produced more cheaply and 
more quickly; in fact the speed of produc- 


tion compensates for a great deal of its 
deficiencies. 

Indexing is not yet admitted by librarians 
in general as one of their leading functions. 
“Tt is left to the somewhat unprofessional 
effort of commercial enterprise. Special 
librarians are more aware of the problem” 
(Evans). “So many indexing services are 
little more than alphabeted lists of the prin- 
cipal nouns in the titles of the literature 
being indexed” (Crane). Prompt action by 
these services could potentially help 
abstracting services in selecting articles for 
abstracting. The present practice of pro- 
ducing contents lists of journals, almost 
before publication, is in some measure an 
incentive to abstracting services to produce 
the goods more swiftly. Lists with brief 
annotations provide a better service than 
lengthy abstracts, saving space, time and 
labour. 

Any abstracting or indexing service is 
only as good as its arrangement. Many 
journals seem to act on the principle that 
as long as the present trend demands an 
abstracting or indexing section, let it be 
any old how. ,It is admitted that most 
abstracts are written expressly for the 
expert, but so often it is the librarian who 
has to use them on behalf of the expert 
who cannot find the time. In this situation 
the librarian is the person who has to 
interpret the information and on whose 
shoulders frequently lies the responsibility 
for deciding whether or not to seek the 
source. Where are abstracts most often 
found? In the library, not with the expert. 
Services should aim at helping the librarian 
as well as the specialist by guaranteeing 
simplicity, accuracy and adequacy. 

An adequate service should aim at being 
a self-contained unit—ideally a grouping 
of subject headings arranged alphabetically. 
Arrangement by subject can obviate the 
preparation of an index because the section 
is self-indexing. Whatever makes for speed 
of use must be better than reference to one 
page to find what appears on another. The 
feeling of a person watching table tennis 
should be avoided as far as possible. 

If there is a class arrangement a subject 
index at least should accompany it. Too 
often what could be an efficient service 
loses its punch because of this failure to 
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provide for immediate and complete use. 
If these principles are adhered to, then the 
expensive wait for yearly indexes would 
disappear. 

Let us examine some deficient services 
and consider the reasons why they fall short 
| of the required standard. In this category 
| are those services that list titles of articles 
in related journals, but arrange them by the 
title of the periodical—subject arrangement 
is essential. This is evidenced by the fol- 
lowing journals: 


330 Economic Journal (“Recent Peri- 
odicals and New Books”) —a 
large section where the _peri- 
odicals are not even arranged 
alphabetically. 

Folk-Lore (“Review of Periodical 
Literature” ). 

The Eugenics 
odicals”’ ). 
Society of Motion Picture and 
Television Engineers — Journal 
(“Current Literature’). 

The Classical Review 
maries of Periodicals’’). 


575 Review (“Peri- 


| 791.5 


870 (“Sum- 


Arrangement by country is useful enough 
in certain fields and in_ history and 
geography perhaps acceptable. Examples 


of this form can be seen in the following 
sources : 


310 Royal Statistical Society Journal, 
Series A (General). 

Section: “Statistical and Economic 
Articles in Recent Periodicals.” 

Comment: Arranged by country 
but not alphabetically. Within 
each country arranged alphabeti- 
cally by the title of periodical 
indexed. 


624.013 Magazine of Concrete Research. 
Section: “Papers, books and 
articles in cement and concrete.” 
Comment: Formerly arranged 
alphabetically by country and 
within each arranged alphabeti- 
cally by title of periodical. 
Recent issues are arranged by 
subject; even though not in an 
alphabetical fashion, at least this 
is a step in the right direction— 
to entry under specific headings. 
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English Historical Review. 


Section: “Notices of Periodicals 
and Occasional Publications...” 


Comment: Although arranged 
alphabetically by country after 
the ‘General History and Inter- 
national Affairs’ Section, there is 
no arrangement by author within 
each. Accepting the arrangement 
chosen is one thing, but to make 
it further complicated is worse. 
One must plough through labori- 
ously on the offchance. 


942 


Grouping by author is certainly an 
attempt at arrangement but scarcely cal- 


culated to send the librarian’s blood 
coursing. Here we have the following 
examples : 

O10 American Documentation. 


Section: “Literature Notes.’ 
Comment: The arrangement by 
author and lack of a_ subject 
index is hardly a good example 
from a journal in our own field. 


310 American Statistical Association— 
Journal. 
Section: “Statistical Abstracts.” 
595.7. Review of Applied Entomology ; 


Series A, Agricultural ; 

Series B, Medical and Veterinary. 
Comment: Arrangement by author 
is not alphabetical. The author 
index supplied seems an after- 
thought when just as much effort 
could arrange the abstracts the 
same way. 


Another limp species, we hope soon to 
become extinct, is that which throws the 
abstracts together in gay abandon, without 
any arrangement at all—at least there is no 
pretence at grouping. Numbered in this 
category are quite a deal of journals of 
considerable standing. This fact seems to 
make their waywardness even more lament- 


able. 


338 Operational Research Quarterly 
(“Abstracts and Reviews’). 
621 The Marine Engineer and Naval 


Architect (“Our Abstracts from 
the Overseas Press’’). 
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621.312 Water Power (“Abstracts from 
the World Technical Press’). 


621.8 Control Engineering (‘‘Abstracts’’). 
621.9 Tool Engineer (‘Abstracts of 
Foreign Literature”). 

622.33 Colliery Engineering (“Colliery 

Practice Abroad’). 

631 Agricultural Chemicals “Technical 
Section’). 

636 American Veterinary Medical 
Association — Journal (“Current 
Literature” ). 

644.1 International Sugar Journal 
(“Sugar-House Practice’). 

667.2 American Dyestuff Reporter (“Ab- 
stracts’’). 

671 Light Metal Age (“Abstracts”). 

671.6 Wire Industry (“Wire Over the 
World: Abstracts from the Inter- 
national Press’). 

671.8 Corrosion Prevention and Control 
(“Corrosion Abstracts’). 

675 American Leather Chemists Asso- 
ciation—Journal (“Abstracts’’). 

675 Society of Leather Trades’ 


Chemists—Journal (“Abstracts’’). 


To conclude the lambasting some. serious 
journals seem to have developed a cumber- 
someness by being carried away with their 
own cleverness. Complete disregard of 
good sense and proportion produce elaborate 
systems that are virtual brakes on what may 
be otherwise useful abstracts. Concentra- 
tion on a heavy class arrangement often 
loses sight of the essential feature of any 
service—ease of use—which can mean more 
to the busy reader or librarian than all the 
system in the world.. Even the esteemed 
U.D.C. arrangements are not simple to use. 
This is perhaps because so frequently the 
numbers are too lengthy to be used quickly 
and constant recourse to a subject index is 
irksome. 


Numbered among these sinners are some 
surprises. 


Kodak Research Laboratories— 
Monthly Abstract Bulletin. 


Comment: The classification ex- 
planation and alphabetical index 
of subjects is presented only in 
the first issue of the year. Surely 
this could be done in each issue. 


770 


The necessity for presenting an 
alphabetical index tends to sug- 
gest to me that perhaps this is the 
best arvangement for abstracts 
after all. 


American 
Health. 
Section: “A Selected Public Health 
Bibliography with Annotations.” 
Comment: There is use of descrip- 
tive titles not arranged alphabeti- 
cally. The headings given are too 
flippant for a serious journal. 
High Living vs Hard 
for Luongo, E. P. Health habits 
and heart disease—a challenge in 
Preventive Medicine. J.A.M.A., 
162 (11): 1021 (Nov. 10), 1956. 


Three Meals Per 
for Sackett, W. W. (Jnr.). Use 
of Solid Foods Early in Infancy. 
G.P., 14 (3): 98 (Sept.), 1956. 
Possibly “Jnr.” was overdoing it 
a little. 


Geographical Review. 
Section: “Geographical Record.” 


Comment: Arranged by geo- 
graphical region, but the subjects 
dealt with are not broken up into 
specific enough headings. For 
instance, in the January, 1957, 
issue under Europe appears two 
headings, presumably in alpha- 
betical order : 

Population and Agriculture in 
Malta. 

Potentialities of Soviet Agri- 
cultural Production. 


614 Journal of Public 


This arrangement is too broad and the 
references are dealt with fully enough to 
justify more adequate arrangement. 


Who should prepare abstracts or indexes? 
Is there any way in which all articles pub- 
lished can be picked from the mire of con- 
fusion and oblivion and made available? 
Suggestions have been made that the author 
should prepare the abstract himself and 
present it with the copy. This is dangerous 
because of the very human tendency to 
over-emphasize or underrate—a_ profes- 
sional abstractor is beyond this personal 
factor, but he is a rare thing in Australia. 
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Of author abstracts, the Royal Society 
Scientific Conference, 1948, referred to this 
summary as a “synopsis”, a word well 
known to us all. If authors consider them 
as separate entities, they would be more 
satisfactory. At this present time, authors 
presenting papers to the C.S.I.R.O. for 
publication in one of its journals are 
requested to supply synopses with their 
articles. “It should be of an informative 
character and written in such a way that 
it can be used by abstracting journals with- 
out amendment” —truly an admirable 
request. 


Another inflammatory suggestion is that 
the author should state whether he has con- 
tributed any new material, and, if not, give 
a bibliography of previous work. What, no 
plagiarism? 

The editor of an abstracting journal can 
help in preparation quite considerably. 
Chemical Abstracts has a standard presen- 
tation. This is an excellent guide, giving 
details considering form and _ content. 
“Abbreviations are acceptable only when 
the reader is told what they mean. For 
works in foreign languages, the title in a 
reference should be in the original lan- 
guage” (McLelland). This, of course, is a 
matter of opinion, as long as the source is 
adequately cited, but this is just what we 
need, something to set our minds thinking 
on what we accept blindly. Too much is 
taken for granted; why is an abstract so 
unsatisfying so often? Simply because it 
is unsatisfactory—the inclusion of sections 
in various journals is too often an after- 
thought in action and an inadequacy in 
reality. The added printing cost and fear 
of editors that this new feature may require 
extra work may possibly prevent wholesale 
implementation of any schemes. What has 
been forgotten is that a new attractive 
feature must increase circulation. 


How can the problem of lack of unifor- 
mity in presentation be overcome? Where 
should training in techniques be given? 
These are questions we must ask ourselves 
in Australia at this time, a crucial stage in 
library development. Overseas experience 
has given us a wealth of examples to guide 
us; we must guard against the same pitfalls 
as far as we are able. 
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In this young country any standardiza- 
tion could be promulgated, perhaps by a 
body such as the C.S.I.R.O., an organiza- 
tion of considerable magnitude and high 
regard, and which has shown awareness of 
the problem in its own publications. A 
move might come from the Library Asso- 
ciation itself, as this is something of prime 
importance to librarians. The Standards 
Association of Australia might even be 
induced to prepare a_ specification. A 
recently convened body, the Australian 
Advisory Council on Bibliographical Ser- 
vices, has the indexing, abstracting, and 
digesting of Australian and Pacific peri- 
odicals as an item of a proposed survey. 
Perhaps an answer might be here. If some 
body can be set up, each local journal 
willing to co-operate for its mutual advan- 
tage could submit prepared abstracts for 
approval of form over a certain period 
until the pattern is firmly established—col- 
lation of information could produce really 
worthwhile and vital abstracting services 
so sadly lacking in certain fields and poorly 
organized in some already established. 


EXAMINATION OF AUSTRALIAN ABSTRACT- 
ING AND INDEXING SERVICES. 

I offer the following thoughts, which 
indicate what is available in the General 
Reference Department of the Public 
Library of New South Wales. Pure 
abstracts are represented by the following 


.C.S.LR.O. publications : 


C.S.1.R.O. Science Index. 


Secttions: This is arranged in two parts: 
(1) Abstracts of Published Papers and 
List of Translations; (2) Australian 
Science Index. 


Comment : (1) Full informative abstracts. 
The subject index with each issue obviates 
subject arrangement and _ illustrates the 
value of immediate indexing of abstracts. 


(2) The original Australian Science 
Index (Vol. 1, No. 1), Nov., 1952, said in 
its introduction: “the intention is to 
improve the accessibility of Australian pub- 
lished work, both to local users and to 
abstracting and documentation centres 
abroad.” These were indicative abstracts 
only, consisting of the briefest of annota- 
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tions or with no comment at all. The 
subject index was comprehensive and an 
excellent feature of C.S.I.R.O. publications 
of this type. The present arrangement is 
alphabetical by subject, thus making it an 
immediate self-indexing service. Annota- 
tions are no longer given and the layout is 
somewhat awkward. If I may offer one 
point of criticism, what is the point in pro- 
viding two separate sections likely to be 
asked for separately within the bounds of 
its green covers? Separate functions 
demand separate entities. The previous 
arrangements were preferable. 


Rural Research in the C.S.1.R.0. 
“Abstracts.” 


Comments: Full informative abstracts of 
recent C.S.I.R.O. research papers. If more 
abstracts were prepared use would increase. 


Section: 


In addition to these journals, valuable 
use can be gained from: 


Australian Journal of Science. 

Section: “Australian Science Abstracts.” 

Comments: Although of a shorter variety, 
these are quite useful. 

It is a pity the subject arrangement has 
to be spread over several issues. This 
means articles in certain fields are not 
abstracted for some time. No annual index 
is published. 


Management Digest (Australian Institute 
of Management, Adelaide Division). 


Section: “Recommended Reading.” 


Comments: Annotations on articles in 
journals in this field. Lack of Australian 
emphasis reduces service to local users. 


Medical Journal of Australia. 


Section: “Abstracts from Medical Litera- 
ture.” 

Comments: Within each section no 
arrangement is employed. The various 
aspects of medicine are spread over several 
issues, naturally meaning that a particular 
field escapes attention for some time. There 
is no account of Australian work, hence 
the service must overlap with overseas 
abstracting journals, such as the American 
Medical Association Journal. Consequently, 
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the service does not contribute to the 
knowledge of Australian work overseas. 
However, this service does bring knowledge 
to Australia. 


( Common- 
Labour and 


Personnel Practice Bulletin 
wealth Department of 
National Service). 

Section: “Abstracts.” 

Comments: These are full informative 
abstracts. Lack of Australian material 
limits advertisement of local attainments, 
but the information given is too useful to 
be ignored. 


Practical Plastics. 

Section: “Current Literature.” 

Comment: Abstracts are useful but the 
subject range is too broad for the field of 
this journal and no reference is made to 
Australian sources, a too frequent criticism 
of local services. No arrangement is 
employed. 


Among indexing services are: 


Australian Public Affairs Information Ser- 
vice. Subject index to Current Litera- 
ture (National Library, Canberra). 

Comments: Has improved vastly from 
earlier issues. As a local indexing service 
this is a “must” for all libraries of any size. 

The annual cumulation has raised it to the 

level expected from our National Library. 


Current Notes on International Affairs 
(Commonwealth Department of Ex- 
ternal Affairs). 

Section: “Survey of Periodicals.” 

Comment: Titles of articles only, but the 
geographical arrangement is useful. Very 
little reference is made to local material. 

New South Wales Library Bulletin, 

Monthly Catalogue and _ Australian 

Periodical Index (Public Library of 

New South Wales). 

Section: Australian Periodical Index. 
Comments: A natural corollary of 

A.P.A.LS. A wide range in each issue 

arranged alphabetically by subject, and 

speed of publication puts it into the class 
of a current useful service. 
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Services that have failed in the past, for 
one reason or another, are a_ tragedy, 
because three especially are much needed 
at present. These are: 


Australian Social Science Abstracts ( Aus- 
tralian National Research Council— 
Committee on Research on the Social 
Sciences). 


Comment: Useful informative abstracts. 
The practice of indexing two issues 
together, i.e. the index of numbers 1-2 
appears in 2, and so on. This feature could 
well be used now as an attempt to speed up 
indexing. It is a pity this field is now 
vacated, despite the existence of A.P.A.I.S. 
Issued March, 1946-November, 1954. 
Labora- 


Paint Notes Research 


tories). 

Comment: Informative abstracts, which 
lacked a punch, because they were not 
indexed, not even annually surely a 
serious mistake in a service which filled a 
gap in this field. Issued 1946-1950. 


( Defence 


Royal Australian Chemical Institute— 


Journal and Proceedings. 
Section: “Australian Chemical Abstracts.’ 
Comment: A mixture of informative and 
indicative abstracts. A useful service that 
could aid us mightily if it were begun 
again. Issued 1939-1950. 


The latter three referred to have their 
value historically, but are of much more 
use to us as live entities. However, lessons 
learnt can teach us a great deal. 


Service by firms and institutions are 
worthy of note. The Institution of 
Engineers, Australia, issued between 1935 
and 1940, in its Journal, a Library Bulle- 
tin — Subject Index of Papers, Articles, 
etc., Selected from Current Publications. 


Comment: An example of what can be 
done, but not what should be done. It has 
some reference to Australian sources, but 
scarcely competed with the Engineering 
Index. Unless a service provides something 
not already provided it is not worth begin- 
ning. This was issued to members in dif- 
ferent forms up to the present, but it could 


JULY, 1957 


well be restored to the Journal to our 
advantage. 
Another service worthy of note is: 


Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and Drain- 
age Board, Sydney—Library Bulletin. 
Comment: Includes both types of ab- 
stracts in an alphabetical subject arrange- 
ment. Sparse reference is made to Aus- 
tralian sources, but the number of refer- 
ences to peruse make it valuable. 

In the light of the expert knowledge 
available to us, Australian achievements in 
the field of abstracting and indexing are 
hardly apathetic nor are they without 
parallel, but there is ample room for 
improvement. I dare say it is largely a 
question of money, the problem of all 
journals, but it needs a special kind of 
dynamism to ignite the spark, a dynamism 
backed by people who know what they are 


doing. What about it, Australia? 
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OBITUARY 
Ernest Roland Pitt, 1877-1957 
The recent death of Mr. E. R. Pitt has 


removed from the Australian library scene 
one who had played a long and notable part 
in the development of library services in 
this country. 

Mr. Pitt was a son of Mr. Mark A. Pitt, 
of Wexford, Ireland. He was born at 
Strathlodden, near Guildford, Victoria, on 
16th October, 1877, and educated at St. 
Patrick’s College, Melbourne. He graduated 
in Arts at Melbourne University. He 
joined the staff of the Public Library of 
Victoria on 4th April, 1900, before the days 
of accession registers, when Dewey was 
just being “discovered”, and when internal 
telephones were a novelty. After serving 
in the Reference Library in various posts, 
he was appointed in charge of the Lending 
Library in 1922, became Assistant Librarian 
in 1926, and Chief Librarian on the retire- 
ment of Mr. R. D. Boys in 1931. He retired 
from the Library staff on 16th December, 


1943. 
Mr. Pitt’s interests and activities were 
widespread. In the library field he was at 


various times President of the Library 
Associations of Victoria and of Australia, 
Chairman of the Library Service Board, 
1940-44, President of the Australian Public 
Service Federation and of the Retired State 
Employees’ Association of Victoria. He 


Operation Guillotine 


was also Chairman of the Joint Super- 
annuation Board and later a member of the 
State Superannuation Board. His two main 
contributions to librarianship, however, may 
be reckoned as his part in the Munn-Pitt 
Survey of 1934 and as editor of the 
C.S.1.R.0O.’s Catalogue of Scientific and 
Technical Periodicals. These alone will 
ensure the remembrance of his name and 
his achievements for years to come. 


Mr. Pitt was in all things methodical. 
He brought deliberation, clear thinking, and 
balanced judgement to every task and every 
occupation. He was a skilled and steady 
tennis player, an enthusiast for bridge, a 
devotee of Henry George, an imperturbable 
chairman, a logical debater. Privately he 
was whimsical and quietly genial, fond of 
young people, and respected by all. 

After a serious illness during the early 
part of this year he made a remarkable 
recovery, but his health began to fail again 
and he died on 28th June at the age of 
seventy-nine years. 

Mr. Pitt was a link with the librarians 
of other times. He moved in the circle 
of Armstrong, ‘Boys, Brazier and Morris 
Miller, Ifould and Purnell, Battye and 
Collier. If these were giants in their day-— 
as they seemed to the younger amongst us— 
Pitt was of no less stature. His contribu- 
tion to twentieth century librarianship in 
this country was indeed a worthy one. 


A SCHEME FOR A BETTER, CHEAPER CATALOGUF 


Producers of safety pins and washing 
machines seek to maximise the excess of 
returns over costs, and so should the pro- 
ducers of library catalogues. But the 
library administrator’s task is more complex 
than the business manager’s because, while 
the cost of making the catalogue is known 
within narrow limits, the return to be 
derived from it is a merely conceptual 
magnitude represented by the value of the 
catalogue’s service to its present and future 
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users. Thus proposals for “economies” in 
cataloguing generally involve balancing 
assessable savings in costs against unknown 
reductions in the usefulness of the cata- 
logue ; and suggestions which require known 
increases in costs can only be accepted or 
rejected by weighing them against an 
addition in the value of the catalogue which 
cannot be quantitatively measured. 

Here is a scheme that involves library 
administrators in no such dilemma because, 
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while it reduces costs, it increases the value 
of the catalogue to its users. Parts of it 
are applicable to all reference libraries 
which use a dictionary catalogue and do 
subject cataloguing, but for purposes of 
exposition a catalogue built on the unit card 
principle— the form which permits the 
advantages of the scheme to be most com- 
pletely exploited — will be assumed. 

In recent years it has become almost 
universally accepted that the author, title 
and subject entries required for the dic- 
tionary catalogue of a large reference 
library can be most effectively and efficiently 
produced by means of this system, the prin- 
ciple of which is that all added entry cards 
for a work can be made by adding headings 
to copies—generally purchased or mechani- 
cally duplicated—of the card used for the 
main entry. 

In a reference library most added entries 
are subject entries which, following the 
printed cards of the Library of Congress, 
are generally prefixed by Arabic numerals 
in the tracing. The remainder—represented 
by joint author entries, title added entries, 
etc.— are indicated by Roman numerals. 
The scheme here proposed is concerned 
with the former group of entries — those 
which in the case of a divided catalogue 
make up the subject alphabet. 


In the space left at the head of all unit 
cards is inserted, usually with a typewriter, 
the headings on all the added entry cards. 
In the case of subject entries the heading 
typed is one that has already been inserted 
on cards in the library perhaps once, per- 
haps ten times, and possibly a hundred 
times before; and it will soon be placed in 
the catalogue amongst all the other cards 
on which the same subject heading has been 
typed. Is all this typing necessary? Why 
not type a subject heading when first used 
along the top of a single card of standard 
size, and guillotine the blank space from the 
top of all subject cards so that when they 
are filed in front of these “subject guide 
cards” they are headed automatically? 


The process can best be understood if 
explained step by step. (i) When the sets 
_of printed or duplicated cards become 
available, the cards which will become the 
subject entries are separated by setting 
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aside as many cards for each work as there 
are subjects indicated on the tracing. 
(ii) The subject that each card will repre- 
sent in the catalogue is indicated by placing 
a neat circle round the figure “1” in the 
tracing on the first card in each set, round 
“2” in the second, and so on. This process 
is quite mechanical and scores of cards can 
be done in a minute. (iii) The pile of 
cards is then guillotined to a determined 
size, the suggested cut being 1 cm. from the 
top of the card. Dozens of cards can be 
cut simultaneously even with the simplest 
form of hand-operated guillotine. (iv) The 
cards are arranged in alphabetical order of 
the marked tracing. Since they are all 
subject cards, the sorter’s eye goes imme- 
diately to the lower part of the card, and 
with a little practice she sees only the 
marked tracing. (v) The cards are inserted 
in the catalogue. If there is no subject 
heading in the catalogue for the marked 
tracing, the person filing the card immedi- 
ately makes one and files it with the subject 
entry. 

It can be seen that there is a great saving 
in eliminating the typing of subject headings 
on the subject entries, because this also 
eliminates the necessity of passing subject 
cards through the typewriter at all. Typing 
subject headings on unit cards is a time- 
consuming operation—the typist has to use 
one of the other cards in the series as the 
copy for each heading; if her attention is 
disturbed while she is doing the cards in 
a particular series, she must look to see 
what she has already done; and a check is 
necessary when each series is completed to 
ensure that a correct heading has been 
made for each subject in the tracing. But 
the marking of numbers in the tracing is a 
very rapid process, and as all the cards in 
a series can be marked in a few seconds, 
no time is lost if the assistant’s attention 
is disturbed. 


But there are other very great advantages 
in the scheme. The introduction to the 
catalogue of subject cards of the type here 
described results in a considerable improve- 
ment in its efficiency and_ usefulness. 
Though this will be readily obvious to 
many, a detailed description of the time and 
motion involved in referring to a catalogue 
is required to prove it formally. Because it 
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takes longer to read about the processes 
involved than it does to do them, this 
account is likely to amuse before it instructs, 
like slow-motion photography. But even a 
second saved on each reference is a huge 
economy in time when multiplied by the 
thousands of entries for which a large 
library’s catalogue will be searched each 
week, 


The location of an entry in any catalogue 
demands the movement successively of the 
eyes and hands: the eyes must be used at 
all stages, the hands at some only. The 
rapidity with which an item can be found 
depends on the extent to which hand move- 
ment can be reduced, which depends in turn 
on the amount of detail simultaneously 
visible. Printed and card catalogues are 
both visible at the first stage, for neither 
demand hand movement until the correct 
volume or drawer has been located. Hand 
as well as eye movement is then required 
during the turning of pages or cards, though 
the process can be speeded up in the case 
of the card catalogue by the use of pro- 
jecting guide cards, several of which can 
be made simultaneously visible by stag- 
gering the projections. But the printed 
catalogue is superior to the card catalogue 
as far as speed of reference is concerned, 
because a considerable amount of detail is 
visible again at the final stage—when the 
correct page has been located. When the 
corresponding degree of proximity to the 
required entry has been reached in a card 
catalogue, each individual entry must in 
effect act as a guide card, in the sense 
that it is the only indication to the searcher 
that the required card is in front of it or 
behind it. Finding the card or place 
required then becomes a process of trial 
and error, and even for an experienced and 
intelligent searcher it will require on 
average several distinct hand movements. 


It can be readily seen that the use of 
subject guide cards instead of individual 
subject headings on each subject card must 
reduce the average number of separate hand 
movements required, because only one sub- 
ject card—the guide card—need ever be 
turned under any one subject heading, 
unless the searcher is in fact looking for 
an entry under that heading. In a con- 
ventional catalogue he may have to look at 
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and separately turn over two or more cards 
which have the same heading, but in the 
system under discussion all can be turned 
over as one card. 


An example should make this clear. If 
the required entry is “Foote, Alexander” 
as an author, the user of an orthodox cata- 
logue would on average separately move 
two or possibly more subject cards headed 
“Football”, but under the present system he 
need never turn more than one. If an entry 
under ‘Foote, Alexander” as subject is 
required, the next group of cut cards can 
immediately be picked without further 
handling of “Foote, Alexander” author 
cards. 

The use of combination guide cards and 
subject headings permits more adequate 
guiding of the catalogue than is possible 
with the usual projecting guides alone. A 
discussion of the limitations of the latter 
is necessary to demonstrate this. 


Guide cards defeat their purpose if placed 
closer than a certain number of entries 
apart—probably about a hundred. If 
placed closer, reference would be quicker 
once the required entry was located between 
two successive guide cards, but slower until 
the latter were found. At first sight it 
might appear that the way to overcome this 
difficulty would be to have a set of “major” 
guides about 100 entries apart projecting 
2 cm. above standard cards, and banks of 
“minor” guides projecting 1 cm. and about 
20 cards apart which would not be visible 
until the required entry had been located 
between two successive “major” guides. 
This would certainly be a help to experi- 
enced users of the catalogue, but it would 
raise problems of its own. It would give 
the catalogue a complex and confusing 
appearance to the uninitiated user, and it 
would require an excessive amount of time 
to produce—and maintain as the catalogue 
expanded—an enormous number of guide 
cards in two different sizes, the only pur- 
pose of which was to speed reference. 


Subject guide cards in the form here sug- 
gested, combined with the usual projecting 
guides, provide a most satisfactory com- 
promise. While part of the advantage of 
having guide cards in two sizes remains, 
both disadvantages disappear. The cata- 
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logue would not present a confusing appear- 
ance because each subject guide—no higher 
than a standard catalogue card and never 
visible except as a heading to a subject 
entry to which it relates—would be immedi- 
ately recognized as an integral part of any 
entry above which it showed; and _ the 
making of subject guides would not be 
time-consuming because the guides also act 
as headings which would in any case have 
to be typed, usually a number of times. 


The implications of the scheme for cata- 
logues other than undivided catalogues on 
the unit card principle will now be briefly 
considered, 


A library which types each entry 
separately will still find it of advantage in 
making its catalogue a more rapid reference 
tool, but little staff time would be saved 
because, though subject headings would not 
have to be typed more than once, all subject 
entries would have to pass through the type- 
writer in any Case. 

A new library which decides to have a 
divided dictionary catalogue could use the 
system without cutting cards at all — by 
using subject guides rather higher than a 
standard size catalogue card. If a unit card 
system was employed there would unfor- 
tunately be an empty space between the 
heading and the remainer of the entry, 
but there could be no objection to this 
except on esthetic grounds. 


An undivided dictionary catalogue would 
gain some of the advantages claimed for the 
divided catalogue — users could recognise 
subject cards immediately, and it would not 
be possible to misfile author cards amongst 
subject cards with the same name. 


For an existing unit card catalogue the 
first task is the making of subject guides 
for all existing headings. A very quick way 
to achieve this is to go through the cata- 
logue several drawers at a time, removing 
the last entry for each subject heading 
and replacing it with an indicator such as 
a projecting coloured card. The typist uses 
the headings on these guides as copy for the 
headings on the subject guides, keeping 
them in order and turning over both sets 
of cards into a single sequence as the guide 
‘cards are typed. The cards are then placed 
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in the catalogue, the indicators marking the 
place for each pair of cards. 


The process of cutting existing cards, 
which can be spread over a period and need 
not be commenced until the scheme is 
already in operation for new cards, can 
also be achieved without a great expendi- 
ture of time, except in cases where the 
catalogue includes subject cards made 
before a unit card system was introduced. 


The effect of the scheme will naturally 
vary even between libraries with similar 
procedures, and it can only be determined 
by examination. A random sample check of 
the catalogue concerned is needed to esti- 
mate how much subject guides will increase 
its bulk. The catalogue will not be larger 
by the full number of subject headings 
used, since many separate subject heading 
cards would in any case be needed to record 
“see also” references. These can now be 
entered on the “invisible” part of the sub- 
ject guide card. 


A similar check could be made to deter- 
mine how many times on average each sub- 
ject heading has been used. In interpreting 
the results of such a survey it must be 
remembered that the average will grow as 
the library expands. It will be kept down 
by using very specific headings, but it is not 
possible to be more specific than the books 
themselves. Works dealing generally with 
“United States—History” or “World War 
II” cannot be given more specific subject 
headings. 


Many readers will doubtless see minor 
advantages to be derived from the scheme. 
For instance, when subject headings for- 
merly used become dated or insufficiently 
specific in view of later developments (and 
these contingencies are constantly arising) 
the change to new headings or new forms 
of headings can be made without untidy 
amendments or erasures. It is merely neces- 
sary to place the existing entries under a 
guide carrying the heading now to be used. 


Many such features have not been con- 
sidered, but use of the basic idea of the plan 
would surely be of value to many libraries. 
Those trying it may encounter minor diffi- 
culties not here anticipated, but they will 
also discover further benefits. 
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Order in 


Ordering 


By Harrison Bryan, M.A., 
James Forsyth Librarian within the University of Queensland 


Summary 

This article describes an elaboration of the 
order catalogue used in the University of Queens- 
land Library, to guard against duplication of 
items already received but not yet recorded in 
the Main Catalogue. The basic innovation is the 
filing of all order cards in duplicate, provision 
being made for regular later removal of duplicate 
cards. It is suggested that this system is con- 
siderably less wasteful of time, motion and there- 
fore money than any routine which requires the 
re-discovery of order cards when books are 
actually catalogued. 


An earlier article in this Journal’ 
described the development and operation of 
a somewhat unorthodox routine for order- 
ing and accessioning books for the Univer- 
sity of Queensland Library. In the course 
of this it was explained that the system 
gave no real protection against the uninten- 
tional re-ordering of items which had 
already been supplied, but which had not 
yet had entries for them filed in the 
catalogue. 

The .possibility of such duplication was 
accepted as a calculated risk for the fol- 
lowing reasons: firstly, it was hoped that 
the normal cataloguing lag would be cut 
before long to no more than a_ week, 
reducing to a minimum the number of 
“unprotected” books; secondly, it was 
estimated that very considerable duplica- 
tion would be required to balance the 
expense of cataloguer-time involved in item- 
by-item editing of the order or “current- 
accession” catalogues; thirdly, no other 
solution could be found to the problem. 

Since the adoption of this policy further 
research has been done on each of these 
aspects. With regard to the first, during 
1956 the cataloguing staff did in fact achieve 


*Bryan, H.: Streamlining order and accession 
routines. Aust. Lib. J., 3: 121. 
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the not unremarkable feat of increasing 
their output by 285%, though this was 
partly due to the appointment of a junior 
cataloguer to handle the major portion of 
the routine work. For some wonderful 
months indeed there was the equivalent in 
purchased material of no more than a day 
or so’s cataloguing awaiting attention at 
any one time. However, it proves difficult 
in practice to reduce to the same extent the 
lag in filing entries in the catalogue. 

It would be possible for the cataloguing 
staff to reorganize their routine to file once 
per day instead of once per week, but it is 
probable that this would result in a drop in 
cataloguing output since with a small total 
staff each cataloguer’s working day is 
already interrupted by regular daily commit- 
ments of putting away and stack tidying. 
Moreover, one half-day per week per cata- 
loguer is lost as time in lieu of hours 
worked overtime in the evening supervision 
of the reading rooms. 

In any case, the card-duplication routine, 
also described in earlier articles,” prac- 
tically imposes a weekly filing, since it cer- 
tainly operates most efficiently on a three- 
day sequence: Day I, cataloguers check 
master-copies for cards; Day II, cards 
duplicated and suites made up for each 
book; Day III, added entry headings typed 
in and suites returned to cataloguers. In 
practice, this is followed in the Cataloguing 
Department by: Day IV, cards pre-sorted 
for filing in catalogues and shelf-list and 
for distribution to teaching departments, 
and master-copies and cataloguing roughs 
for filing as copy for the Accession List ; 

* Bryan, H.: A successful experiment in the 
duplication of cataloguing cards. Aust. Lib. J., 
2: 61. Postscript on duplication. Aust. Lib. J., 
3: 49. 
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and Day V, filing in the appropriate 
catalogues. 

The minimum delay between the acces- 
sioning of a book and the filing of entries 
for it in the catalogue would seem to work 
out as follows, assuming optimum con- 
ditions: Accessioning, 1 day (assuming a 
daily clear to the cataloguing department, 
this being again an economic minimum) ; 
Cataloguing, 1 day (again a daily clear to 
the typing section) ; master typing, 1 day; 
then, as detailed above, 5 days to check, 
duplicate, add headings and file. This gives 
a total of eight days for which the order 
card would be out of the file and no corres- 
ponding entry in the catalogue. In practice, 
quite apart from the piling-up of accessions 
due to irregular deliveries, any set of cards 
can very easily pick up a week’s delay by 
the book concerned’s happening to be cata- 
logued out-of-rhythm so to speak. 

Moreover, thinking again in terms of a 
small staff, such accidents as illness and 
leave inevitably produce a legacy of delay 
beyond their immediate incidence. 

It is of course considerations of this kind 
which have produced in the past such well- 
accepted routines as the “current acces- 
sions” catalogue, or, more pernicious still, 
in the writer’s opinion, the practice of 
letting the order card lie in the order cata- 
logue until the corresponding final entries 
reach the main catalogue. 


There are major objections to either of 
these expedients. 


Granting the value of the fullest possible 
pre-catalogue processing, it is vital that the 
order card with all its carefully collected 
bibliographical information should accom- 
pany the book when it is to be catalogued. 
Either, therefore, it must be withdrawn 
and married with its book as the latter is 
accessioned or it must be re-discovered 
once the book has completed its sojourn 
in the queue of those waiting to be cata- 
logued. Now there is more to this re- 
discovery of such cards than just the waste 
of time involved, and it may well be highly- 
paid cataloguer-time remember, since it is 
unfortunate but true that, despite the most 
careful reference to bibliographical aids 
when ordering there will always be cases 
when the only time that complete identity 
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between books and order cards can be estab- 
lished is when the much-tried accessioning 
officer has the book in one hand, the 
original order in the other and the book- 
seller’s invoice between her teeth. 

The same objections of course apply to 
systems where advantage is not taken of 
pre-catalogue checking at the order level. 
We have still the interesting spectacle of 
an harassed cataloguer, suffering agonies 
of frustration and wasting several books 
cataloguing time as she vainly seeks under 
its correct main entry heading in order or 
current accessions catalogue a book ordered 
in all innocence under a secondary heading, 
a series title or even an incorrectly spelled 
author’s name. Now booksellers, we know, 
are phenomenally capable of supplying items 
even when misled to the extent of a mis- 
taken first letter in an author’s name, but 
no library assistant will ever find such an 
incorrect order card without reference to 
the full multitude of forms and precedents 
at the command of the accessions officer. 
As someone has remarked, much more tune- 
fully, elsewhere: “Once you have found it, 
never let it go.” 

Lest it be thought that all this is but a 
consequence of an iconoclastic accessioning 
system that maintains no accession cata- 
logue or register, it should be noted that all 
these arguments are but pointed. more and 
more by the exigencies of the standard 
“order-into-accession” card routine. Indeed 
one might almost be pardoned for seeing in 
retrospect some virtue in a system which 
did exist in the not-so-far distant past in 
one quite large library, where the order 
card came into existence only on the arrival 
of a book and accompanied it solemnly to 
the accessions officer solely to convey to her 
for her impressive Accessions Register the 
ordering information previously recorded 
only on a whole series of complicated lists. 


At all events the determination not to 
yield on this second point, maintained 
despite growing uneasiness about the 
irreducibility of the “naked” period (i.e., 
the period for which a book already received 
was recorded in neither order catalogue nor 
main catalogue) was finally justified early 
in 1955 by the discovery of what seems the 
perfect answer, at least in terms of local 
requirements. 
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Like most good solutions to complicated 
problems, it was absurdly simple. Order 
cards are now made out and filed in dupli- 
cate, the original, on which is entered all 
the bibliographical detail discovered in pre- 
catalogue processing is married with the 
book on accessioning and the duplicate is 
allowed to remain in the drawer until the 
catalogue entries are safely in the catalogue. 


All that was needed to complete the 
innovation was some way of making it 
possible for such duplicates to be withdrawn 
automatically and in bulk (i.e., without 
having to be found individually) and the 
solution to this problem was again too easy, 
especially when considered in conjunction 
with the practice of “reading the trays” 
which is portion of the annual editing of 
the order system described in the earlier 
article. However, it should be pointed out 
that the basic use and withdrawal of the 
duplicate order card is by no means depen- 
dent on the master-ledger system used in 
the University of Queensland Library, but 
could be employed immediately in any 
system using an order file on cards, i.e. 
of course, in every reputable library. 


Perhaps the easiest way to describe the 
application of this modification is to outline 
the complete order card cycle. This will 
best be followed by constant reference to 
the former article already referred to. In 
addition, the complete routine is presented 
in detail in the University of Queensland 
Library Staff Manual, a copy of which is 
available in each State and University 
Library. 

Orders, after passing through purchase 
control, are carded in triplicate, except in 
the case of urgent items, which receive no 
checking and are treated according to what 
is locally termed “O/F procedure”. Of the 
three copies of the order card, the original 
is coloured according to the year in which 
it is lodged, in one of the colours of a four- 
year cycle, the duplicate is white, and the 
triplicate salmon. 

For the most economical use of typing 
time the card stock used is supplied in 
sheets 10” x 15”, pre-perforated for 5” x 3” 
cards. It 1s probable, however, that in 
future it will be made up in connected 
suites of three, which will be folded for 
typing. This change, which will increase 
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typing time somewhat, is to allow pre- 
punching of the triplicate, which actually 
comprises the Library’s order on the Uni- 
versity Bookshop, its major supplier. The 
punching, incidentally, which comprises a 
marginal code, is to allow the institution of 
regular overdue checking by the Bookshop. 

At present it is the second (white) card 
which passes to the supplier as an order, 
once the full pre-cataloguing search has 
been completed, as already described. The 
original (in the year’s colour) and the tripli- 
cate (salmon) are filed together in the order 
catalogue, as the last process in the check. 

As each book comes to hand, the original 
order card is withdrawn from the order 
catalogue and passes with the book to cata- 
loguing, the duplicate is simply left in the 

e. 

It may be of interest to complete the life 
cycle of the original card before concen- 
trating on the duplicate. The card, after 
carrying out its function of saving the 
cataloguer from _ re-discovering _ biblio- 
graphical and “holdings” information, 
remains in the book in the case of items 
for departmental libraries and is forwarded 
with it to the library concerned to act both 
as a temporary entry and as a check against 
the subsequent arrival of catalogue entries. 
In the case of books for the Main Library 
it has the book’s call-number added and is 
filed in a current shelf-list, which has proved 
invaluable as a finding-aid for recently 
added books, and especially as a supplement 
to the shelf list at stocktaking. The card is, 
of course, cast when the final shelf list 
entry is filed. 


Now as to the duplicates. At the end of 
the year’s operations the trays of the order 
catalogue are read in order to remove, for 
checking with ordering departments, the 
original cards, revealed by colour, for items 
which have been on order for two years 
and for those which have been on re-order 
for a further twelve months. At the same 
time, any duplicates standing alone are 
withdrawn and cast, with one class of 
exceptions. 

The exceptions are of course those for 
books which were received so near to the 
end of the year as to render it posssible 
that they had not yet had entries filed in 
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the catalogue. These are indicated simply 
by selecting an arbitrary period before the 
end of the year and over-stamping in some 
way the duplicate card for books acces- 
sioned after this date. In the University of 
Queensland Library, the cards are stamped 
Nov./Dec. 56 (or whatever the year of 
accessioning ) and the critical date is 31st 
October of that year. Such stamped cards 
are simply allowed to remain in the order 
catalogue for a further twelve months. 


In this way, at practically no extra cost 
for materials and, in any case, at a mere 
fraction of the expense involved in re-dis- 
covering cards, each book is covered against 
duplication from the day of its ordering to 
the time its entries are filed in the Main 
Catalogue. 

Locally, a further virtue was found in 
this practice of filing duplicates in that the 
check from order catalogue to ledger, which 
was explained at length in an earlier article, 
can be done much more exactly. This is 
effected simply by keeping the duplicates in 


Correspondence Courses 


... L. A. A. Examinations 


REGISTRATION EXAMINATION 
R1 Cataloguing and/or R2 Classification and Subject Headings 
combined with practical work for R3. 
R5 Special Libraries and Information Services 
combined with work for Special Subject Fields. 


R8 The Production, Publication, History and Care of Books 


PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 


P1 Books and Libraries 
combined with practice in reference method as applied to the set reference works. 
P2 Acquisition and Preparation of Books 


A LOAN SERVICE OF TEXT-BOOKS IS AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS 
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Enquiries should be addressed to 


JOHN HIRST, A. L. A. 
44 Landers Road, Lane Cove, Sydney, N.S.W. 
JB 2628 


alphabetical order (i.e., in order of with- 
drawal from the trays) as a double check 
in the case of any disagreement between 
ledger and order catalogue, until the recon- 
ciliation process is complete. 


This whole problem of duplication and 
its suggested partial solution in this fashion 
impinges more strongly the larger the 
number of items on order at any one time. 
The smaller the intake, of course, the less 
the actual extra labour involved in adhering 
to traditional, though time-consuming, prac- 
tices and the greater accordingly the tempta- 
tion to do so unquestioningly. It would 
seem to the present writer that such a policy 
is quite misguided; that, in fact, since a 
small intake generally postulates also a small 
staff to handle it, the relative position is the 
same and so there is still the same urgent 
need to examine critically routines which 
must surely contribute to overwork in some 
cases and, perhaps worse still, to over- 
staffing in others. Perhaps there are libraries 
that can afford this luxury. 
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Annual Reports 


AUSTRALIAN 
CAPITAL TERRITORY BRANCH 


Annual Report for the Year Ending 
31st December, 1956 


The Council of the A.C.T. Branch of the 
Library -Association of Australia has 
pleasure in presenting its report over the 
year 1956, which was one of great activity 
in various branches of library work. The 
circular to members, initiated some time 
ago, has proved useful in informing mem- 
bers of events as they occurred so that this 
report will be in the nature of a summary. 


Office Bearers 
Office bearers for 1956, as elected on 26th 
September, 1955, were: 


President: Mr. K. Bernie, B.A. 

Past President: My. F. W. Torrington, 
B.A. 

Vice-President: Mr. T. D. Sprod, B.A. 

Secretary: Mr. J. D. Van Pelt, LL.M. 

Treasurer: Miss A. M. Nolan, B.A. 

Representative Councillors: Mr. K. 
Bernie, B.A., Mr. N. Stockdale, B.A. 


The Social Committee consisted of Miss 
A. M. Nolan, B.A., Miss D. Penfold, B.Ec., 
and Miss M. Harry, B.A. 

Auditors for the year were Mr. C. A. 
Burmester, B.A., and Mrs. S. Warde, B.A. 


Branch Activities 
Branch activities during the year com- 
prised : 

27th February: Annual meeting, after 
which Miss D. Penfold, B.Ec., spoke 
on “Experiences of an Australian 
Reference Librarian in London”. 

30th April: Cocktail party in Hotel Civic 
at the occasion of the first meeting of 
the Australian Advisory Council on 
Bibliographical Services. 

7th May: Short business meeting and 
address by Dr. Fabinyi on “Publishing 
in Australia”. 
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26th July: Report of the Representative 
Councillors on the General Council’s 
meeting held in Sydney, 21st-22nd 
June, followed by an address by Mr. 
D. R. May, B.A., B.Sc., A.L.A., on 
“Special Libraries in England”. 
19th November: Short business meeting 
and address by Mr. L. C. Key, B.A., 
on “Libraries in South Asia”. 
17th December: Christmas party. 
The attendance at the Branch meetings 
was on the whole rather poor, due on one 


or two occasions to a clash with other 
functions in Canberra. 
Sectional Activities 
Although the Sections are entirely 


separate from the Branch, the Branch can- 
not but encourage and support activities 
displayed by the Sections in the A.C.T. 
Members of the Branch were invited to the 
following functions: 
24th January: Meeting of the Archives 
Section, at which Miss Pamela Cocks, 
from New Zealand, spoke on “Impres- 
sions of Archives in the United States”. 

gth May: Meeting of the Special Lib- 
raries Section Division, at which Mr. 
Burbridge, from the U.K. High Com- 
missioner’s Office, was the guest 
speaker. 

7th November: Film evening organized 

by the Special Libraries Section 
Division. 

Under the new constitution, Miss A. M. 
Nolan, B.A., was appointed to represent 
the Branch Council on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Special Libraries Section 
Division, A.C.T. Branch, while Mr. D. R. 
May, B.A., B.Sc., A.L.A., was nominated 
to represent this Section Division on the 
Branch Council. 


Branch Council Meetings 
Five Council meetings were held during 
the year, including a combined meeting with 
the outgoing Council on 2nd February. 
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Membership of the Branch 


Membershiy of the Branch was dis- 
tributed as follows: 


Professional members ..... 33 

Corporate members ....... 4 
123 


Four prospective members have their 
application for membership pending. Com- 
pared with last year’s figure of 101 Branch 
members, this year’s gain of 22 members 
represents an increase of about 20%, which 
is due to some extent to the departmental 
institutions. Whereas it was stated in last 
year’s annual report that, with the exception 
of the Commonwealth National Library 
and the Australian National University 
Library, no institution in the A.C.T. had 
more than 1-3 members on its staff, now 
the C.S.I.R.O. has seven members, the 
Canberra University College four, and the 
Department of Primary Industry also four. 


Finance 


For the first time, this year the Branch 
was paid a grant of £50 under the new 
By-law 3.23. The additional £10 for the 
second “hundred members or part thereof” 
was not received, due to too many members 
being in arrears. The knowledge that the 
Branch is being deprived of £10 could and 
should encourage members to pay their sub- 
scriptions promptly in future. The Christ- 
mas party this year was held on a less 
elaborate scale, due to expenses incurred 
earlier in the year for the cocktail party 
at the occasion of the meeting of the Aus- 
tralian Advisory Council for Bibliographical 
Services. 


Examinations 


Mr. H. L. White, M.A., retained his 
position as Deputy Chairman on the Board 
of Examination during the year. Eleven 
members sat for their Preliminary Exam- 
ination in June, of which nine passed. 
Twelve members sat for a total of twenty- 
nine subjects of the Registration Examina- 
tion in November; the results are not yet 
known at the time this report is being 
written. Mr. I. Raymond, M.A., of the 
Commonwealth National Library Liaison 
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Office in New York, obtained his M.S. 


‘ degree at the School of Library Services at 


the Columbia University. 


Branch Constitution 


The Branch Constitution received its final 
approval during the year. Mr. Sprod’s 
report on central and regional repository 
libraries was widely circulated through the 
General Council. 


Colombo Plan Students 


The Branch had pleasure in welcoming 
Miss Oelkinah, from Djakarta, Indonesia, 
and Mr. B. Lim, from Singapore, to several 
of its functions. 


Office Bearers, 1957 
The following office bearers for 1957 
were declared elected after a postal vote: 
President: Mr. N. S. Lynravn, B.A. 
Past President: Mr. K. Bernie, B.A. 
Vice-President: Mr. J. D. Van Pelt, 
LL.M. 
Secretary: Mr. D. R. May, B.A., B.Sc., 
Treasurer: Miss A. M. Nolan, B.A. 
Representative Councillors: Mr. C. A. 
Burmester, B.A., Miss C. Campbell- 
Smith, B.A. 


Acknowledgement 
The Branch wishes to express its grati- 
tude to the Commonwealth National Lib- 
rary, the Canberra University College, the 
C.S.LR.O., and the Department of the 
Interior for their hospitality in allowing the 
Branch to hold its functions on_ their 


premises. K. N. J. Bernir, 
President. 

J. D. Van Pet, 
Secretary. 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF 


AUSTRALIA 
TASMANIAN BRANCH 


Annual Report for the Year Ending 
31st December, 1956 

The first Branch meeting for the year, 
held on the 9th February, 1956, consisted 
of a discussion on the questionnaire on 
Standards and Status. This meeting was 
long, and the discussion was extremely 
interesting and stimulating. 
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held a Summer School 
for Teacher-Librarians from Tasmanian 
country schools in March. Mr. Warwick 
Eunson, Chief Librarian of the Melbourne 
Teachers’ College, was guest speaker at the 
Summer School and he addressed the 
Branch at the March meeting on his work. 


During March, the President of the Tas- 
manian Branch, Mr. A. F. Johnston, and 
his family returned to England. It was 
with deep regret that we said good-bye to 
Mr. Johnston and wished him every success 
for the future. Miss Megan Griffiths, then 
Vice-President, was elected to fill the 
vacancy on the Council and continued to do 
so until the end of the year. 


The “Growth and Organization of the 
Library of the Department of Agriculture 
in Tasmania” was the subject of the talk 
given by Miss Griffiths at the Branch 
meeting on the 12th April. The Department 
Library has been in existence since 1893, 
and now, besides the main Library, which 
is housed in Hobart, there are 13 divisional 
and district Libraries scattered throughout 
the State. 

The Branch was delighted to hear “High- 
lights of Australian Literature” from Mr. 
T. Inglis-Moore, Chairman of the Common- 
wealth Literary Fund, on the 14th May. 
Mr. Inglis-Moore detailed the life and work 
of Henry Kendall, stressing his years of 
hardship and lack of recognition. The 
speaker read two satires by Kendall and 
extracts from his poetry. 

At the June meeting, Mr. E. Stokes, 
Lecturer in English at the University of 
Tasmania, spoke on the work of Henry 
Green. This novelist’s first work, “Blind- 
ness”, was published in 1927, when he was 
24. His work shows his ability to portray 
all classes of people, and his highly unortho- 
dox use of the language makes it extremely 
realistic. 

The July meeting was taken up by the 
report of the Representative Councillors 
on the recent Council meeting. A film, 
“Freedom to Read” was also shown. 

At this time, the death of Sir John Morris 
caused a great sense of loss to all members 
of the Branch. Sir John had been the 
personal friend and ready adviser of many 
librarians in Tasmania, and his keen interest 
in all library affairs was greatly missed. 


The Branch 


126 


THE AUSTRALIAN LIBRARY 


A special meeting of the Branch was 
held on the 31st July, at which the General 
Council’s report on Standards and Status, 
and the finance of Branches and Sections 
was discussed. The question of “Equal Pay 
for Equal Work” was discussed at great 
length, and a special Committee was formed 
to collect evidence in favour of this. 

Mr. Cedric Pearce spoke on the Retail 
Book Trade in Australia at the August 
meeting. He showed how Australian prices 
for books compared with overseas, and 
commented on the general high standard 
of Australian book shops. 

The Branch had enjoyed Mr. Stokes’s 
lecture on Henry Green so much that he 
was asked to speak again in September. 
This time he chose as his subject the 
American novelist William Faulkner. 

Miss L. Salisbury chose the intriguing 
title “Books” for her talk at the October 
meeting. This covered her experiences, 
mainly amusing, as Librarian in the Hobart 
Lending Library. 

The November meeting was the time 
chosen for the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on “Equal Pay for Equal Work”. 
However, the Chairman of the Committee 
told the Branch that the Committee was not 
as yet ready to report, and the matter was 
adjourned until the following year. <A 
short business meeting was held. . 

Library Opinion continued to be pub- 
lished during the year, under the capable 
editorship of Mrs. P. Marshall. 

The December meeting was a_ very 
hilarious Christmas party. This was very 
well attended. Amusing games and a hearty 
supper made the evening very enjoyable. 
The President thanked the whole Branch 
for their co-operation during the year, and 
stressed the fine work done by the Council. 
She then welcomed in the new Council 
and the year’s activities drew to a close. 

MEGAN GRIFFITHS, 
President. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 


Annual Report for the Year Ending 
31st December, 1956 


Office Bearers 
President: Miss Jean Whyte, B.A., A.M. 
Secretary/Treasurer: Mr. Peter H. 
Dawe. 


JOURNAL 


Committee: Miss Joan Gray, Miss 
Bernadette Byrne, Mr. George Buick, 
Mr. Arthur Mortimer, Mr. Raymond 
Olding. 

Councillors: Miss Joan Holland, Mr. 
H. C. Brideson. 

Hon. Auditor: Mr. Geoffrey Farmer. 

Representative of Division for Library 
Work with Children and Young 
People: Miss Joan Shaw. 

Representative of Special Library Divi- 
sion: Mr. Peter Russell. 


Membership 
Professional Members .. .. .. 31 
Corporate Members .. .. .. 16 


An ‘increase of 41. 
There were 42 new members for the 
year. 
Examinations 
We congratulate the following members, 
who passed the Preliminary Examination 
in June of this year: 


Bayfield, J. 
Burden, L. O. 
Devitt. H. L. 
opp, P. A. 
Hall, D. R. 
Hill, H. M. 
Leahy, M. A. 
Menadue, M. J. 
Noack, J. E. 
Shephard, V. FE. 
Trowbridge, C. D. 
Walsh, F. J 
Wilkins, N. 


Billinghurst, G. D. 
Campbell, C. J. 
Field, C. M. 
Gale, M. J. 
Heithersay, A. 
Ketley, A. L. 
Macloy, O. J. 
Nicholas, F. M. 
Radcliffe, S. 
Steel, A. A. 
Voaden, V. 
Webb, FE. N. 
Young, J. M. 


Winter School 
The outstanding event of the year was 
the Winter School held at Victor Harbour. 


We were indeed fortunate to have as our 
guest speaker Mr. J. W. Metcalfe, Federal 
President of the Association, and members 
will be pleased to hear that his address, 
“The Public Library in Society”, was 
published in the January, 1957, issue of The 
‘Australian Library Journal. 

Mr. W. A. Cowan, of the Barr Smith 
Library, University of Adelaide, gave an 
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address on “The University Library in 
Society”. 

Unfortunately, Mr. S. E. Casson, then 
Librarian of the Adelaide Chemical Works, 
was unable to give his address at the school 
because he had an attack of ‘flu’, but he 
delivered it at a later Branch meeting. 


Both these addresses are available for 
loan to anyone who wishes to borrow them. 

The final session of the Winter School 
was a seminar on cataloguing and classifica- 
tion conducted by Mr. Metcalfe. The sub- 
jects discussed were: (1) The future of 
the dictionary catalogue, (2) The future of 
the classified catalogue, (3) Machines and 
catalogues, (4) Synthetic classifications. 

The addresses and proceedings of the 
School have been recorded on a_ tape 
recorder. 

Fifty-four members attended the Winter 
School. 


Meetings 

The Committee decided to hold the 
Branch meetings on the third Wednesday 
in the month. 

We have held nine general meetings 
(including the Annual General Meeting), 
with an average attendance of 37 people, 
and nine committee meetings, with an 
average attendance of 7. 


The general meetings held in 1956 were 

as follows: 

February 22nd: “Impressions of a trip 
abroad—illustrated.” By C. T. Whiting 
and R. Archbold. 

March 21st: Seminar—“What can we do 
to improve Australian Library Re- 
sources?” <A series of four papers on 
the following topics: “University 
Library Resources”, Miss B. Byrne; 
“Special Library Resources”, Miss J. 
Holland; “State Library Resources”, 
Mr. L. Marquis; “A Farmington Plan 
for Australia”, Mr. W. G. Buick. 


April 18th: Source materials for Aus- 
tralian History. Mr. Douglas Pike, 
Reader in History at the University 
of Adelaide. 

May 16th: “Cataloguing, plain and 

fancy.” Mr. R. K. Olding, Public 

Library of S.A. (This talk was fol- 

lowed by a demonstration by Mr. 
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Olding and Mr. J. A. Wells of their 
still experiment catalogue card repro- 
ducing machine. 

June 13th: “Censorship Law”. Dr. John 
J. Bray, LL.D., Member of the Board 
of Governors of the P.L. of S.A. 

July 19th: A reception for Mr. J. W. 
Metcalfe. 

August 15th: “The Special Library in 
Society.” Mr. S. E. Casson, of the 
Parliamentary Library, South Aus- 
tralia, formerly Librarian of the Ade- 
laide Chemical and Fertilizer Company. 

Sept. 19th: General business followed by 
a meeting of the Division of the Sec- 
tion for Library Work with Children 
and Young People, at which a talk 
entitled “Children’s Book Illustration— 
Is It Art?” was given by Miss Eileen 
Walker, of the Education Department. 

October 18th: A visit to the library of 
Philips Electrical Industries through 
the courtesy of the librarian, Mr. W. R. 
Hobden. 


Federal Activities 

In June, 1956, Miss Joan Holland, Coun- 
cillor, and Mr. R. K. Olding, Proxy Coun- 
cillor for Mr. H. C. Brideson, attended the 
meeting of the Federal Council in Sydney. 

Mr. W. A. Cowan, M.A., A.B.L.S., and 
Miss Jean P. Whyte, B.A., A,M., who went 
to Sydney to attend the meeting of the 
Board of Examination, also attended the 
Council Meeting. 

Some of our members are on Federal 
Committees of the Association. They are 
as follows: 

Cataloguing, Classification and Bibli- 

ography Committee: Mr. R. K. Olding, 


P.L. of S.A.; Miss Margaret Sorrell, 
Barr Smith. 

Publications Committee: Miss J. P. 
Whyte (Convenor), Miss Joan 


Holland, Mr. W. G. Buick. 

Conference Organizing Committee: Mr. 

R. K. Olding (Convenor), Miss Joan 
Holland, Mr. W. G. Buick, Mr. W. A. 
Cowan, Miss J. P. Whyte. 

The Branches’ views on the inter-avail- 
ability of books and repository library were 
formulated by a committee consisting of 
Mr. W. A. Cowan, Mr. H. C. Brideson and 
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Mr. J. A. Wells (Convenor), and for- 
warded to the Honorary General Secretary. 

The report of the Standards and Status 
Subcommittee convened by Joan Holland 
was forwarded to the Convenor of the 
Federal Standards and Status Subcom- 
mittee in Melbourne. 


The South Australian Library Scene 

At the beginning of the year the Branch 
attempted to form a panel of speakers who 
would be available to talk to groups on the 
value of free local libraries. This attempt 
failed. The Branch has reappointed the 
Library Promotions Subcommittee, and the 
Committee has completed the Pamphlet on 
Libraries for South Australia. The Com- 
mittee’s report is attached, and a copy of 
the pamphlet is available from the Hon. 
Secretary. 


Federal Conference, 1957 
_ It has been decided to hold the Associa- 
tion’s Federal Conference in Adelaide in 
August, 1957. 

This Branch will be responsible for 
arranging accommodation and __ social 
activities for the visitors. 

Our Conference Committee members are: 
Miss Jean Whyte, Miss Joan Holland, Mr. 
W. G. Buick, and the newly elected Con- 
ference Secretary, Mr. Laurie Ryan, P.L. 
of S.A. 


Moved for adoption, seconded, adopted. 


Jean P. Wuyte, President. 
Peter H. Dawe, Secretary. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 


Annual Report for the Year Ending 
31st December, 1956 
President: Miss M. E. Wood. 
Hon. Secretary: Mr. James Hammond. 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. E. R. Price. 
Councillors: Professor F. Alexander, 
Professor R. G. Cameron, Miss M. 
Lukis, Mr. F. A. Sharr, Miss M. 
White, Miss D. Wood. 
Representative Councillors: Mr. F. A. 
Sharr, Miss M. E. Wood. 
Representatives of the Branch on the 
Library Board of W.A.: Professor 
F. Alexander, Miss M. E. Wood. 
AUSTRALIAN 
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Meetings 

Seven meetings were held during the 
year, with an average attendance of 35 
members. 

Membership 

The membership reached a total of 74: 
60 personal members and 14 corporate 
members. This is largely due to the expan- 
sion of library services brought about by 
the increasing activities of the Library 
Board. 

Professional Education 

A three months’ course for the Pre- 
liminary Examination was held, the lec- 
turers being Miss M. White and Mr. James 
Hammond. Of the eleven candidates who 
sat, nine were successful—a much higher 
percentage of passes than the Common- 
wealth average. Visits to the “West 
Australian”, the State Library Bindery, 
and the State Library Photocopying Section 
were also organized as an aid to students. 


Union List of Periodicals 
The Branch had the cooperation and help 
of the Library Board in the issue of this 
73-page list covering some 2800 titles 
received by 87 libraries, government institu- 
tions and industrial firms in the metro- 
politan area. The list has been presented 
to each of the organizations which sub- 
mitted lists of their periodicals, and to each 
of the major libraries throughout the Com- 
monwealth. Some 24 copies have been sold 
at 5/- each. 
M. E. Woon, 
President. 
James HAMMOND, 
Hon. Secretary. 


VICTORIAN BRANCH 


Annual Report for the Year Ending 
31st December, 1956 


In accordance with the Branch Constitu- 
tion the Council has pleasure in submitting 
its Annual Report covering the period 
January-December, 1956. 


Branch Officers and Councillors 
Officers: 
. President: Mr. C. A. McCallum. 
Past President: Dr. A. Fabinyi. 
Vice-President: Mr. H. A. Gregory. 
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Honorary Treasurer: Miss D. Garrett. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. F. J. Perry 
(to May) and Mr. W. D. Joske. 


Councillors: Rev. Dr. C. Irving Benson, 
Mr. A. J. Brown, Miss B. C. L. 
Doubleday, Miss H. Gwillam, Mr. 
K. J. Ling. 

Auditors: Messrs. Cooper Bros. Way and 
Hardie. 


Assistant Secretary: Miss Bear. 


Federal Councillors in Victoria 
Branch: Rev. Dr. C. Irving Benson (Miss 
D. Garrett deputised for Dr. Benson 
at the General Meeting), Mr. C. A. 
McCallum. 


Sections: 

Children and Young People: Mr. W. 
Eunson. 

Public Libraries: Mr. H. A. Gregory. 

— Libraries: Miss B. C. L. Double- 
ay. 

Past-Presidents: Miss M. E. Archer, Mr. 
Leigh Scott, Sir John Latham, 
G.C.M.G. 


Board of Examination 


There is no Victorian member on the 
Board of Examination. 


Committee on Standards 


The four members of this Committee are 
all Victorians. They are Miss B. C. L. 
Doubleday (Special Libraries), Mr. W. D. 
Joske (State Library), Mr. A. Lodewycks 
(University Library), and Mr. H. A. 
Gregory, Convenor (Public Libraries). 
Each member prepared a separate report 
on standards, salaries and conditions of 
employment in Australian libraries. These 
reports are being collated and a single com- 
prehensive report will be presented to the 
next meeting of General Council in August, 
1957. 

Council Meetings 
During the year Council held 11 meetings. 


Branch Meetings 
7th March: Annual Meeting. Mr. H. H. 
Rosenthal gave an address on “Television 
and Libraries”, which was greatly appreci- 
ated. This talk was arranged jointly with 
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the Victorian Division of the Public 
Libraries Section. Attendance, 80 members. 


23rd May: Mr. John L. Ward gave an 
interesting talk on his tour of duty in 
Antarctica. This was illustrated with colour 
slides. Attendance, 50 members. 


28th August: Professor K. F. Russell, 
who in addition to his University position 
is President of the Public Library Society, 
spoke on his recent visit overseas and 
described many of the libraries in which he 
studied. This, too, was an illustrated talk. 
Attendance, about 80 members. 


13th December: Christmas party. The 
Branch was indebted to the hospitality of 
the Director of the National Gallery of 
Victoria for the use of the Murdoch Gal- 
lery. Rev. Dr. C. Irving Benson gave a 
delightful and informative address on his 
recent visit to Britain. Attendance, 120 
members and friends. 


Branch Constitution 

In view of the changes made in the con- 
stitution of the Association it was decided 
to review the Branch Constitution in order 
to ensure that it did not conflict with 
decisions of General Council. A committee 
consisting of Mr. McCallum (Convenor), 
Mr. Gregory and Mr. Joske was appointed 
to suggest amendments which will be sub- 


mitted to Branch members in the near 
future. 
Evening Classes 
The Branch Council requested Miss 
O’Connor and Mr. McCallum to invite 


applications for the evening course from 
February-May, 1957, and to recommend 
selected applicants. A class of 35 was 
chosen from about 70 who applied, and this 
selection was endorsed by Council. Classes 
are now meeting and lectures are being 
given by Miss O’Connor, Miss Winduss, 
a Reynolds, Miss Hagger and Mr. Jan 
elly. 


Registration Examination 


The Council recommended that in the 
case of failure in the Registration Exam- 
ination candidates should be given a brief 
report on their papers together with the 
marks actually awarded for each question. 


130 


Elections for 1957 


Nine nominations for the Branch Council 
were received. The following were elected: 


Miss Anthony, State Library. 

Miss B. Doubleday, C.S.I.R.O. 

Dr. A. Fabinyi, F. W. Cheshire Pty. 
Ltd. 

Miss D. Garrett, S.E.C. 

Miss H. Gwillam, Prahran 
Library. 

Miss Jean Hagger, University Library. 

Mr. W. D. Joske, State Library. 


Public 


Mr. K. J. Ling, Melbourne City 
Library. 

Immediate Past President: Mr. C. A. 
McCallum. 


Representative Councillors: Rev. Dr. 
C. Irving Benson, Mr. H. A. 
Gregory. 
The last three are ex officio members 
of Council. 
The following officers were elected for 
1957: 
President: Mr. H. A. Gregory. 
Past President: Mr. C. A. McCallum. 
Vice-President: Miss B. C. L. Double- 
day. 
Hon. Treasurer: Miss D. Garrett. 
Hon. Secretary: Miss Jean Hagger. 


Sir John Morris 

The Council was most distressed to hear 
of the sudden death of the Federal Presi- 
dent, Sir John Morris. The Association 
has lost a notable leader, and librarianship 
generally loses a talented advocate and 
staunch supporter. 

As President, Sir John showed himself 
to be liberal-minded, generous, and friendly, 
wise in his counsel, inspiring in _ his 
enthusiasm, and withal a very human and 
modest gentleman. 


Resignation of Secretary 

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. F. J. Perry) 
resigned in the middle of the year to take 
up an appointment as a Colombo Plan 
expert in Indonesia for eighteen months. 
Mr. Perry had carried out his secretarial 
duties in a most capable and enthusiastic 
manner, and his resignation was accepted 
with regret. Mr. Perry was presented with 
a leather writing compendium on behalf of 
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the Branch, and the Council wished him 
every success in his work. 

Mr. W. D. Joske agreed to act as Branch 
Secretary for the remainder of the year. 


Dr. C. Irving Benson 
Dr. Benson was granted leave of absence 
from March to October in order to visit 
relatives in England. 


Free Library Service Board 

Mr. H. F. Alexander was appointed to 
represent metropolitan libraries on the Free 
Library Service Board, and Mr. R. E. 
Pattison libraries outside the metropolitan 
area, 

Library Week 

The sum of £15 was donated to the 

Library Week Organizing Committee. 


Children’s Book Council 
This organization invited the Branch to 
send a representative to its meetings and 
requested reciprocity. Miss H. Gwillam 
was nominated to represent the Branch, 


and the Children’s Book Council was 
offered corporate membership of the 
Association. 


Maryborough Referendum 

In view of the success of the Associa- 
tion’s campaign at Malvern the Branch 
Council decided to assist the referendum 
at Maryborough. A sum not exceeding 
£25 was placed at the discretion of the 
Committee, and Dr. Fabinyi visited Mary- 
borough to confer with the organizers of 
the referendum. 


Aspendale Progress Association 
The sum of £20 was offered to the 
Aspendale Progress Association to help pay 
for the collection of signatures for a free 
library service. 


Olympic Games Accommodation 


The Branch was able to secure accom- 
modation for several interstate librarians 
visiting Melbourne for the Olympic Games. 


Branch Conference 


The Tasmanian Branch suggested a joint 
conference in 1958. The proposal was 
referred to the 1957 Council for con- 
sideration. 
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The Annual Reports of the New South 
Wales, Queensland, and New South Wales 
Central Coast Branches will be published in 
the next issue. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION 
Fifth Annual Report, 1956 


Officers for 1956 


President and Representative Councillor : 
Mr. H. A. Gregory, Coburg Muni- 
cipal Library (Vic.). 

Committee: Miss M. Ramsay, State 
Library, Hobart (Tas.); Miss T. 
Thomas, Canterbury Municipal Lib- 
rary (N.S.W.); Mr. W. G. Buick, 
State Library, Adelaide (S.A.); 
Mr. J. Hammond, Library Service 
Board, Perth (W.A.). 

Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. F. Figgis, South 
Melbourne Public Library (Vic.). 

Hon. Corresponding Secretary: Mr. K. 
J. Ling, South Melbourne Public 
Library (Vic.). 


General Survey 

It is pleasing to report that during 1956 
the Public Libraries Section made consider- 
able progress. Membership was increased 
to 266, as compared with 223 in December, 
1955. For the first time reasonably adequate 
finance was made available to the Federal 
Committee for promotional and administra- 
tive purposes, and a satisfactory scheme of 
distribution to the two Divisions was 
worked out. (The allocation of finance for 
the year is tabled in the appended Annual 
Statement.) In addition, the Section Con- 
stitution was revised and made more work- 
able. 

The amendments to the Constitution were 
prepared by the first Section President (Mr. 
F. Bell) and have been approved by the 
Section Committee, though they have still 
to be ratified by General Council. They will 
permit the election of all office bearers by 
a single ballot and give each State not 
represented on the Section Committee the 
right to appoint a non-voting representa- 
tive to the Committee. A decision has also 
been sought from General Council as to 
whether the work of State public libraries 
may properly be included within the scope 
of the Section’s activities. 
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Several committees have done valuable 
work during the year. Six subcommittees 
from three States were set up to implement 
the resolutions proposed by the Section at 
the 1955 Brisbane Conference. Some have 
already completed their reports; all the 
others are well advanced. Likewise com- 
mittees from the two Divisions were set up 
to advise the L.A.A. Committee on Stan- 
dards and Status in its report on standards, 
salaries, and conditions of employment in 
Australian libraries. Their advice was most 
helpful and many of their suggestions were 
adopted. 

Several news-sheets were circulated to 
members in 1956. They included the resolu- 
tions of General Council on the report of 
the Committee on Standards and a com- 
prehensive survey of the progress made by 
the Section. In addition, the Committee 
made finance available for the printing in 
booklet form of selected articles from 
Public Library Opinion, the journal of the 
New South Wales Division of the Section. 
These booklets are distributed to members 
in all States, except New South Wales, and 
were most favourably received. 

The following officers were elected for 
1957: 

President and Representative Councillor : 
Mr. K. J. Ling, Melbourne City 
Libraries (Vic.). 

Committee: Miss M. Rewell, Canterbury 
Municipal Library (N.S.W.); Mr. 
H. A. Gregory, Coburg Municipal 
Library (Vic.); Mr. W. G. Buick, 
State Library, Adelaide (S.A.) ; 
Mr. W. R. Hill, State Library, 
Hobart (Tas.). 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. J. W. Ellison, Rock- 
dale Municipal Library (N.S.W.). 

Hon. Corresponding Secretary: Mr. 
C. A. Churm, Bankstown Municipal 
Library (N.S.W.). 


NEWS OF THE DIVISIONS 
Victorian Division 
Officers, 1956 
President: Mr. T. H. Woodrow, City 
Librarian, Camberwell City Library. 
Secretary/Treasurer: Mrs. J. E. Evans, 
Children’s Librarian, Camberwell 
City Library. 
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Assistant Secretary: Miss M. Baird, City 
Librarian, Geelong West. 

Executive Member: Mr. K. J. Ling, City 
Librarian, South Melbourne. 


During the year Miss U. O’Connor 
resigned her position as President, due to 
the increased commitments with the Library 
Training School of Victoria. 


Meetings 

Wednesday, March 7th: “T.V. and 
Libraries”, by Mr. N. H. Rosenthal, who 
presented and discussed the popular fal- 
lacies regarding audio-visual material and 
T.V. This was a joint meeting arranged by 
the Victorian Division in the Public Library 
Theatrette and was well attended by mem- 
bers from the Special Technical and 
Municipal Libraries. 

Thursday, July 7th: This meeting took 
the form of an excursion to the Public 
Library of Victoria as the guests of the 
Trustees for their Centenary Year celebra- 
tions. Mr. McCallum, Mr. Feeley and 
three members of the Public Library staff 
conducted the 43 visitors over the various 
departments of the Library, explaining their 
functions and answering the many questions 
put to them. 

Wednesday, December 12th: This meet- 
ing was intended as a country excursion to 
acquaint members with achievements in 
country districts. The newly erected 
Bendigo Library was to be inspected and a 
meeting held as guests of the Council. Miss 
D. E. Walker and Mr. C. P. Billot were 
to address the gathering on the problems, 
functions and co-ordination of Regional 
Library Services. 

Unfortunately the response of members 
left no alternative but to cancel the meeting. 

As Representative of the Victorian 
Division, the President convened three 
meetings and submitted a comprehensive 
report concerning the Standards and Status 
of Municipal Librarians in Victoria. 


N.S.W. Division 
Officers, 1956 


President: Mr. D. V. Ryan, B.A., LL.B. 

Vice-President: Mr. B. D. Butler. 

Secretary and Treasurer: Miss 
Rewell. 


M. 
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Committee: Miss M. Dunkerley, B.A., 
Dip.Ed., Miss M. Russell, B.A., 
Dip.Ed., Miss V. McClymont, Mr. 
F. S. Millington. 

Editor of Public Library Opinion: Miss 
M. Russell, B.A., Dip.Ed. 


Meetings 

Annual Meeting: The Annual General 
Meeting was held on Friday, 17th February, 
1950. The executive officers and those of 
the various subcommittees were elected. 
Mr. R. Wood was present to answer ques- 
tions on the present of the Award’s Claim. 

General Meetings: The Programmes 
Committee, consisting of Miss C. Carroll, 
Mr. J. Ellis and Mrs. M. Noble arranged 
three meetings: 

May 6th: Bus picnic to Gosford Shire 
Library. The full library staff, the Shire 
Clerk and many of the Councillors were 
present to welcome members and to show 
them the Library and the Shire buildings. 
The Gosford people went to a great deal 
of trouble to extend hospitality to the 
Division and it is a pity that more members 
did not take advantage of the invitation. 

July 3rd: This meeting was held at Red 
Cross House. Miss Mavis Gulliford, the 
Chief Librarian of Red Cross, addressed 
the Committee, two or three other members 
and almost the whole staff of Wollongong 
City Library, on the library work done by 
Red Cross in hospitals. 

November 2nd: Mr. Pearson, of the 
A.B.C., showed the Record Library of the 
A.B.C. to as many of the members as the 
Secretary could persuade to go along. Those 
who did attend had a most interesting 
evening. 

It seems evident that most members are 
not in favour of general meetings and there- 
fore it might be as well to abandon them 
entirely. Otherwise the committee will be 
further embarrassed by arranging to have 
guest speakers to address six or seven 
members. 


New South Wales Branch Conference 

This Division co-operated with the con- 
ference held by the N.S.W. Branch from 
-12th-14th October, 1956, and gained much 
from so doing. All public libraries in the 
metropolitan area assisted the Committee 
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in providing the supper for the first general 
session of the conference. Apart from the 
general sessions, the Division working party 
took part in four sessions: 


“New developments in library extension 
work”, the address given by Mr. F. L. 
Bell, City Librarian. 

“Reading and the adolescent.” At this 
session we joined with the Section for 
Work with Children and Young 
People. Address given by Miss N. 
Booker, Lecturer in School Librarian- 
ship, Sydney Teachers’ College, Miss 
V. McClymont, Lane Cove Municipal 
Library, Miss J. Clift, Librarian of 
Legacy. 

“Library co-operation in New South 
Wales” — combined with the Special 
Library Section. Addresses by Miss 
W. Radford, Reference Librarian, 
Public Library of N.S.W., Miss M. 


McKechnie, Librarian, National 
Standards Laboratory, Mr. C. E. 


Churm, Librarian, Bankstown Muni- 


cipal Library. 


“Public Library Opinion” 

Public Library Opinion was issued only 
once in 1956. This was a promotional issue 
and copies were sent to every council in 
N.S.W. The editor reports that contribu- 
tions have been almost non-existent. Except 
for articles from two or three “stalwarts” 
even the four issues produced since Public 
Library Opinion was revived in June, 1955, 
would not have been possible. 


Project on the Place of Fiction in the 
Public Library 

This arose out of the Brisbane General 
Conference and eventually reached the 
Division through the Public Library Sec- 
tion. A committee with Miss M. Russell as 
convener is working on the project, and it 
is hoped to report progress to the Section 
by the end of May, 1957. 


Subcommittee on Standard Library 
Procedure 
This committee, with Mr. Ryan as con- 
vener, has drawn up a questionnaire on 
matters of library procedure. This ques- 
tionnaire is ready to be sent out and the 
Library Board has undertaken to distribute 
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it. We exhort members to return the 
questionnaire as soon as possible so that 
the information may be collated with a view 
to obtaining some form of standard pro- 
cedure which may be recommended for use 
throughout public libraries. 


Award Subcommittee — Report of 
Activities during 1956 


Members will recall that at the last annual 
general meeting it was reported that the 
Municipal Employees’ Union had filed a 
claim for an award for Local Government 
Library Staff. 

The claim provided for (a) a scale of 
salaries for chief librarians based on the 
population of the area served, (b) a scale 
for officers holding designated positions, 
e.g. deputy librarian, cataloguer, children’s 
librarian, branch librarian, etc., whose 
salaries were graded in relation to the chief 
librarian’s, and (c) an incremental scale for 
library assistants (graduate and _ non- 
graduate) based on years of service. 

The Local Government Association was 
strongly opposed to population as a basis 
for calculation of the chief librarian’s salary 
and wished to substitute a scheme based on 
book issues, borrowers’ registrations, and 
expenditure. 

As the parties were unable to agree in 
conference, the matter was referred by the 
Conciliation Commissioner, Mr. E. A. 
Barker, to the Industrial Commission. 

The claim came before Mr. Justice 
Beattie towards the end of May, 1956, Mr. 
Col. Bowie appearing for the Union. Three 
days were set aside for the hearing. 

By mutual arrangement the parties con- 
ferred in chambers under the chairmanship 
of the Judge. Mr. Bowie and Mr. Wood 
appeared for the Union; Mr. Metcalfe and 
Mr. McGreal were in attendance in addition 
to two representatives of the Subcommittee, 
Miss Thurles Thomas and Mr. D. V. Ryan. 

The claim was exhaustively discussed 
without any agreement being reached. 
However, various alternatives were pro- 
posed on which it seemed to His Honour 
that a basis acceptable to both parties might 
be negotiated and he suggested that the 
parties confer and report back to him. 

At subsequent conferences tentative 
agreement was reached on a formula for 
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chief librarians’ salaries and on an incre- 
mental scale for library assistants, the 
intermediate positions to be written in later. 

This formula provides for margins based 
on expenditure, book circulation and quali- 
fications, with a minimum below which no 
librarian shall fall. 

It was agreed that the Local Government 
Association should send a questionnaire to 
Councils seeking information and expres- 
sion of opinion as to the application of the 
formula. 

The Local Government Association has 
now collated the replies from Councils and 
presented a precis to our representatives at 
a conference held on Wednesday, 6th 
February, 1957. 

The Association has suggested an adjust- 
ment of the formula and has made the 
Councils’ replies available to the Union, so 
that a reply can be drafted for discussion 
at a further conference to be held on 
Wednesday, 20th February, 1957. 

It appears that agreement is now closer 
than it has ever been. 

The conference to be held on the 2oth 
February will he vital, though it must be 
pointed out that any agreement negotiated 
then has to be referred to His Honour Mr. 
Justice Beattie for approval. 

The Subcommittee has had an anxious 
time throughout the year. It is not an easy 
matter to dig in and reject proposal after 
proposal as it is submitted. However, 
members realize that they have a responsi- 
bility to their fellows and have fought to 
obtain an award that will provide justice 
for all. 

Regulations have recently been gazetted 
under the Library Act providing for the 
issue by the Library Board of New South 
Wales of certificates of competency to 
librarians and library assistants who fulfil 
the prescribed requirements. 

Councils are required, unless exempted 
by the Library Board, to employ as lib- 
rarians in charge persons who have been 
issued with a certificate of competency. 

The regulations are contained in New 
South Wales Government Gazette No. 20, 
of 8th February, 1957, at pages 449-450. 

These regulations should strengthen us in 
our award claim and in our relations with 
Councils. 


THE AUSTRALIAN LIBRARY JOURNAL 


Conclusion 


The great need of the Section at the 
present time is that more people should take 
a more active interest in its affairs. Despite 
the increase in membership in 1956, only 
about a quarter of those who were engaged 
in public library work (State or municipal ) 
took the trouble to join, and only a third of 
those who did join participated in the recent 
ballot for officers and committee. It is to 
be hoped that all librarians who work in 
public libraries will become members of the 
Public Libraries Section in 1957 and urge 
their friends to do likewise, and in par- 
ticular that all who can will be present at 
the Ninth General Conference of the 
Association in Adelaide on 28th, 29th, and 
30th August, 1957. 

H. A. Grecory, President. 
K. J. Line, Secretary. 


SECTION FOR LIBRARY WORK 
WITH CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE 


Annual Report for the Year ending 
December, 1956 

The year ending December, 1956, was 
the first year in the Section’s existence for 
which the Section’s Executive Officers and 
the Section Committee had been elected in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Section’s Constitution adopted in 1955. 

The most outstanding feature of the 
Section’s activities in 1956 was the com- 
mencement of publication of a monthly 
Children’s Book Review Bulletin. 


Membership 


In 1956 the Registrar of the Library 
Association of Australia took over the work 
of enrolling Section members and of com- 
piling Section membership rolls, which were 
then forwarded to the Section’s Corres- 
ponding Secretary. Previously this work 
was done by the Section’s Corresponding 
Secretary assisted by Division Secretaries. 
The Section Executive considers that this 
centralized control by the L.A.A. Registrar 
is preferable to the method previously 
employed. 

Total number of financial Section mem- 
bers for 1956 was 275, membership numbers 
for Divisions and Groups being as shown 
below. 
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Number 
ol 
Division or Group. Members. 


Australian Capital Territory ... I 


New South Wales ..... 120 
28 
89 
Western Australia ............ 6 


Finance 

Under the new method of financing Sec- 
tions, this Section was granted a total of 
£105 by the Library Association of Aus- 
tralia in 1956, this amount proving sufficient 
to cover the year’s expenses. At the end of 
the year the Section had a credit balance 
of £46/7/3. 

Application for £50 Grant. In October, 
the Section Executive, in accordance with 
Resolution 15/55 (e) Finance — General 
Council Minutes 23-26 August, 1955, 
applied to the L.A.A. Executive for a £50 
grant to help finance production and 
distribution of the Children’s Book Review 
Bulletin. 

This application was refused, the L.A.A. 
Executive being unable to consider making 
such a grant “until the question of Section 
publications generally and in relation to 
general finances can be considered by the 
General Council”. 

However, the Section Executive con- 
siders that in future total annual receipts 
may not adequately cover annual Section, 
Division and Group running expenses plus 
the additional costs incurred in the produc- 
tion and distribution of the Children’s Book 
Review Bulletin. Therefore, a survey of all 
Section, Division and Group expenses is 
being conducted in order to determine total 
annual expenses. On completion of this 
survey it will probably be found necessary 
to economize in Section expenditure. 


Report on Agenda Item 13 (Finance), its 
Supporting Papers and Proposals. 
The L.A.A. General Council, after its 
meeting in June, submitted this material, 
proposing the reorganization of finance of 
Branches and Sections, to the Section for 
consideration. 
In September, after Divisions and Groups 


had considered this matter, the Section 
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Executive informed the Honorary General 
Secretary of the L.A.A. that Section opinion 
was against the suggested reorganization, 
and recommendations on finance made by 
Divisions were forwarded to him. This 
material will be considered by the General 
Council in 1957. 


Annual Meeting 
The Section’s Annual Meeting for 1956 
was held on 25th September at the Royal 
Melbourne Technical College Library at 
& p.m. The main business of the meeting 
was the submission, consideration and 
official adoption of the Annual Report and 
Financial Statement for 1955. Twenty-one 

Section members were present. 


L.A.A. Conference, Adelaide, 1957 
The Section Executive, after considering 
suggestions for topics and speakers made 
by Divisions and Groups, has submitted a 
tentative programme to the Convener of the 
Conference Committee. The main subjects 
on this programme are: (1) Books and 


Readers: (a) Children’s Reading in 
General, (b) The Teenage Reader. 
(2) Cataloguing and Classification for 


School and Children’s Libraries. 


Committees of the Section 


Registration Examination Paper R10. 
In March, the reports of this Committee 
(appointed at the Brisbane Conference, 
1955) and of the N.S.W. and Victorian 
Divisions plus general recommendations 
were forwarded to the Honorary General 
Secretary of the L.A.A. The main recom- 
mendations included: (1) Replace present 
paper Rio by a new paper on children’s 
books, reading and reading guidance. 
(2) Extend paper R4 to provide sections 
4D (Children’s Libraries), 4E (School 
Libraries). (3) Candidates doing paper 
Rio must also do 4D or 4E and vice versa. 
(4) Syllabus should include section on 
adolescents. (5) The importance of actual 
practice in a school library and of teacher 
training for school librarians was stressed. 

Manual on School Library Practice. A 
Committee of South Australian Section 
members was appointed at the Brisbane 
Conference, 1955. The findings of this 
Committee are not yet available. 
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Monthly Business Report 

Since May this year the Section Execu- 
tive has compiled and distributed a monthly 
Business Report containing news of interest 
to Section members. 

These reports, which are sent to Division 
Secretaries and to members of the Section 
Committee, if read at Division meetings, 
provide members with an up-to-date account 
of L.A.A. and Section news and activities, 
and they also provide a valuable and per- 
manent record of the Section’s affairs. 


Training for School Librarians 

In March, after Divisions had considered 
the 1955 Brisbane Conference draft motions 
on this subject, the Honorary General Sec- 
retary of the L.A.A. was informed that 
Divisions supported these motions. The 
N.S.W., Victorian and Western Australian 
Division reports and recommendations on 
this subject were also sent to him. 

The main points were: 

1. Training should include teacher- 
training (plus teaching experience), 
training in general library practice 
and in school library practice. 


2. Training authority should be the 
teacher-training authority. 
3. Qualifications and certification: Any 


school librarianship certificate should 
be recognized by the L.A.A. and by 
the education authority. The L.A.A. 
should set a certificate standard exam- 
ination in school librarianship. The 
present examination is not adequate, 
as it does not give the school lib- 
rarian the necessary status. 


4. Status and promotion: Education 
authorities should consider recog- 
nition of the status of teacher- 


librarians and opportunities for pro- 
motion in their own field of work. 
An official central supervision of 
school librarians should be instituted 
within the education authority. 
Recruits may comprise experienced 
teachers and teachers in training. 


Children’s Book Councils 
In May the Honorary General Secretary 
of the L.A.A. was informed that all 
Divisions approved of establishing relations 
with Children’s Book Councils, and he was 
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requested to place reports and recommenda- 
tions before the L.A.A. General Council in 
June. 

At its June meeting the General Council 
approved that L.A.A. members could 
occupy positions on the Children’s Book 
Councils providing the consent of the 
Branch or Section to which members 
belonged was obtained and providing the 
Branch or Section was not committed 
financially or in any other way. 


Formal Recognition of Section Divisions 
As the five Divisions of this Section had 
complied with By-law 5.6 of the L.A.A. 
Constitution (i.e. Branch Council repre- 
sentative on the Division Committee), this 
matter was placed before the L.A.A. 
General Council in September for con- 
sideration. The Honorary General Sec- 
retary replied that as By-law 5.6 has been 
complied with Divisions of the Section 
be formed in N.S.W., Queensland, South 
Australia, Victoria, Western Australia. 


Importation of Children’s Books 


At the request of the L.A.A. General 
Council, the Section Executive is preparing 
a report on this subject, based on existing 
Section files, this report to be used in 
approaching the Minister for Customs. 


Name of Section 
During the year Divisions and Groups 
were asked to suggest a more suitable name 
for our Section. Finally, the following two 
suggestions were considered : 


Youth Libraries Section: suggested by 
the Victorian Division. 

Children’s Libraries Section: suggested 
by the L.A.A. General Council. 


As general Section opinion favoured the 
Children’s Libraries Section, the Honorary 
General Secretary was asked in September 
to submit this subject to the General Council 
for consideration. However, the General 
Council is unable to consider this matter 
until it meets in 1957. 


Quarterly Reports 


. During the year the Section Executive 
requested Divisions and Groups to submit 
quarterly reports of their activities to the 
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Editor of The Australian Library Journal 
and to the Section Executive. 

However, we regret to report that all 
Divisions did not send reports regularly to 
the Editor, one Division failing to send any 
reports. The N.S.W. Division was the only 
one which sent reports for each issue of the 
Journal, The Section Executive trusts that 
such reports will be sent regularly in future. 


Periodicals of Interest to Children 
In September, forty-two copies of this 
list compiled by the N.S.W. Division were 
distributed to Divisions and Groups. 


Children’s Book Review Bulletin 


In the latter part of the year, the Section 
finalized details and arrangements for 
having reviews of current children’s books 
(reviews written by Section members) pub- 
lished in the Public Library of N.S.W. 
Monthly Bulletin. Offprints are distributed 
to all financial Section members. The first 
reviews appeared in September. We wish 
to acknowledge the work of Miss J. Fardell, 
Secretary of the N.S.W. Division, in 
finalizing publication arrangements in 
Sydney and undertaking the task of dis- 
tributing Bulletins to Divisions and Groups. 

Each Division and the Tasmanian Group 
have undertaken to compile reviews for one 
quarter’s issues, the first quarter’s issues 
having been compiled by the N.S.W. 
Division, the second being compiled by 
Victoria, and following issues to be com- 
piled by South Australia, Tasmania, 
Queensland and Western Australia in that 
order. 

It is hoped that these reviews will be of 
use to children’s librarians and to others 
interested in children’s books. 


Division and Group Activities 

In 1956 the Section comprised five 
Divisions and the two Groups in A.C.T. 
and Tasmania. It is hoped that when 
membership numbers in A.C.T. and Tas- 
mania are sufficient and members in these 
two areas feel they are strong enough to 
support Divisions, Divisions will be estab- 
lished in these areas. 

During the year the Section Executive 
has been pleased to receive reports from 
the recently formed N.S.W. Central Coast 
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Branch Subcommittee for Work with 
Children, a very active and enthusiastic 
group whose discussion group meetings 
have been successful in attracting the 
interest and attendance of teachers, parents 
and youth leaders. 


New South Wales Division. Meetings held: 
January: At Sydney Grammar School. 
Attendance 60 to 70. 

A one-day library conference. 

Subjects: The Problems of Librarian- 
ship in the Private School. 

The Place of Fiction in the School 
Library. 

Display in the Library. 

June: At Public Library of N.S.W. 

Speaker: Miss L. Hean, Librarian at 
Granville Technical College ; showed 
colour slides on “Selling the Library 
to Technical College Students”. 

July: At Sydney Grammar School. 

Informal meeting with Mrs. Nancy 
Harris, a children’s librarian from 
U.S.A., as guest. Discussion of dif- 
ferences between school library prac- 
tice in Australia and U.S.A. 

August: At the Book Exhibition, A 
meeting organized by the Children’s 
Council. 

Children’s panel from the A.B.C. 
Children’s Session answered ques- 
tions on children’s books. 

October: Division participated in N.S.W. 
Branch two-day conference. 

Subjects: Reading and the Adolescent. 
The Challenge of Television to 
Children’s Reading. 


Queensland Division. Meetings held: 


April: At South Brisbane Junior Library. 
Business meeting. 
May: At South Brisbane Junior Library. 
Subject: Co-operation between School 
and Children’s Libraries. 
October: At the City Hall. 


3usiness meeting. 


South Australian Division. Meetings held: 
April: At Symon Library, Public Library 


of S.A. 
Films on the use of the library in 
schools and on Swedish library ser- 


vices. 
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May: At Symon Library. 

Speaker: Mrs. Eve Pownall, Aus- 
tralian children’s author. 

Subject: Children’s Literature in Aus- 
tralia and Difficulties in its Publica- 
tion. 

June: Visit to library at Adelaide Boys’ 
High School. 

August: Visit to the Children’s Library 
and the Country Children’s Book 
Service of the Public Library of 
S.A. 

September: At Symon Library. 

Members of the S.A. Branch were 
guests at this meeting. 

Speaker: Miss Eileen Walker, of S.A. 
Education Department. 

Subject: Art in the Illustration of 
Children’s Books. 

October: At Symon Library. 

Election of 1957 Division officers. 

Speaker: Mr. I’. G. Cawte, Educational 
Adviser for the publishers, Rigby 
Ltd. 

Subject: The New Pathway Textbooks 
for Primary Schools. 

Victorian Division. 

Each meeting was combined with an 
inspection of a school or a municipal chil- 
dren’s library in the metropolitan area. 
Average attendance was 26 members. 
Meetings held: 

February: At Melbourne Teachers’ Col- 

lege Library. 

jusiness meeting. 

March: Inspection of Melbourne 
Teachers’ College libraries with 
introductory talks by members of 
the library staff, and also inspection 
of and talk on the Library Training 
School for School Librarians. 

April: At Prahran Children’s Library. 

Discussion groups: Subject heading 
lists. Errors in Children’s and 
Reference Books. 

May: Royal Melbourne Technical College 
Library. 

Discussion groups: Professional Litera- 
ture. Book Selection Aids. 

June: At South Melbourne Public 
Library. 

Discussion groups: Periodicals Avail- 
able for Children. Housing and 
Cataloguing of Perio/icals. 
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July: At the Recreation Library of Mel- 
bourne Boys’ High School. 

Open forum on methods used in 
instructing children in the use of 
libraries. 

August: At the Library of Central 
School, Spring Road, Malvern. 
Introduction to a Central School Lib- 
rary and its working methods. 
September: At Royal Melbourne Tech- 
nical College Library. Posters and 
book display technique. 
October: At Kew Municipal Library. 

The Attraction of Potential Readers 
to Libraries and Books. 

November: Prahran 
Library. 
Social evening. 


Children’s 


A full statement of discussions and of 
talks given by speakers is kept and is avail- 
able for reference for those who are unable 
to attend meetings. 


Western Australian Division. 

Because of the small numbers in this 
Division, separate Division meetings are not 
usually held. Members join in W.A. 
Branch meetings. 


Division meetings held: 


Branch meetings attended: 


April: Speaker, Mr. Chape, of the Lib- 
rary Board. 
Subject: Rural Libraries. 
July: Speaker, Miss May Marshall, of 
Claremont Teachers’ College. 
Subject: How We Read. 


A.C.T. Group. 


Although the actual Section membership 
number for A.C.T. is so small, there are 
many people, including librarians and 
parents, in this area who are keenly 
interested in children’s libraries, children’s 
literature and in the activities of our 
Section. 

The Section’s Children’s Book Review 
Bulletin has aroused interest in A.C.T., and 
our A.C.T. Representative has distributed 
copies of it to schools in the area. 


Tasmanian Group. 

This group meets only occasionally, 
usually at Branch activities. 

Members, through the Tasmanian Rep- 
resentative, have contributed recommenda- 
tions and suggestions on the principal 
matters dealt with during 1956. 


Section Officers, 1957 
Under the Section Constitution, the fol- 


February: Discussion of resolutions on lowing officers have been elected for 1957: 
training and certification of teacher- President and Representative Coun- 
librarians. cillor: Mr. W. Eunson. 

July: Discussion of Section’s 1955 Corresponding Secretary: Miss J. C. 
Annual Report, proposals on Section Tindall. 
finance and change of Section’s Honorary Treasurer: Miss K. M. 
name. O'Keeffe. 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION 
Financial Statements for the Year ended 31st December, 1956 
RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 
Balance at 30th April, 1956 49 13 6 Postage “a 
Library Association of Australia 20 0 86 1 6010 
Bank Charges 0 0 
Exchange Cheques... 1 3 
Booklets (Business Offset Service) -- 16815 0 
President's Expenses. 36 7 
| Balance at 31st December, 1956 37 8 @ 
“£69 13 6 £89 13 6 
Audited and found correct. 
. J. Cox, 
Hall, South Melbourne, 
19th March, 
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Section Committee: 

Australian Capital Territory: 
Fox. 

New South Wales: Miss E. Hill. 
Queensland: Miss J. Smith. 
South Australia: Miss K. Fleming. 
Tasmania: Miss C. Paltridge. 
Victoria: Miss E. Haynes. 
Western Australia: Miss T. Robertson. 


Mrs. M. 


Conclusion 
The 1956 Section Executive wishes to 
thank all Division and Group officers and 
members and others, including guest 
speakers, who have co-operated in and con- 
tributed towards the work and activities 
of the Section, of the five Divisions and of 
the two Groups during the year. 
W. Evunson, 
President. 
Jean C. TINDALL, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


ARCHIVES SECTION 

Annual Report 

A meeting of the Executive was held in 
Sydney in January, 1956, and the adminis- 
tration was then formally handed over to 
the new Executive. Within two months the 
Chairman was ordered on sick leave for 
three months and this has affected the 
whole working of the Section during the 


has been carried out and the Section has 
unfortunately advanced very little. 

In Canberra only one meeting was held 
during the year, at which Miss Cocks, of 
the New Zealand National Archives, spoke 
on her impressions of archives in America 
and Europe during an overseas tour. The 
meeting was attended by about 20 people. 

In Sydney a meeting was held on 24th 
August, at which Dr. Alan Birch gave an 
address on the career of Robert Towns, 
an early colonial merchant. This meeting 
was attended by about fifteen members. 

During the Conference of the New South 
Wales Branch of the Library Association 
which was held at the University of Tech- 
nology from 19th to 21st October, the 
Archives Section held three sessions, which 
were reasonably well attended. The first 
session was intended to be a symposium of 
three speakers on the use of records in 
historical research. Owing to the late com- 
mencement of the Conference only two 
speakers were heard. These were Miss 
Mander Jones and Mr. Kunz. 

The second session was a paper by Mr. 


Rogers, of New England University, on 
archives in New Zealand. This paper was 
greatly appreciated and, following the 


session, Mr. Rogers met members of the 
Executive over lunch. During the luncheon 
the Executive discussed with Mr. Rogers 


year. Very little of the original programme the methods used in the New England 
ARCHIVES SECTION 
Balance Sheet of Receipts and Expenditure from 1st January, 1956-14th May, 1957 
RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE 
& ge 
Cash in Hand at ist January, 1956 .. 2517 5 1. Petty Cash and Stamps, Canberra 2 0 0 
Payment from L.A.A. for 1956 .. 50 0 0 2. Paper for “A and M” . snr ale 2 8 6 
Payment per I. Maclean (Interest on 3. Postage on “A and M” .. 112 2 
Canberra Account of .A.A. 4. Envelopes for “A and M” 
Archives Section) eed 119 4 5. Petty Cash, Sydney : 5 0 0 
Payment from L.A.A. for 1957 .. .. 50 0 0 6. Envelopes for “A and M” .. .. s = @ 
7. Postage and Envelopes for “A and 
8. Envelopes for Notice of Meeting .. 115 0 
9. Postage for Notice of Meeting i ae 
10. Fare of Chairman, Canberra to 
Sydney, for Meeting 
11. Paper for “A and M” sie 7 14 11 
12. Envelopes for Notice of Meeting 
13. Postage for Notice of Meeting : & 2 
- 14. Typing for Notice of Meeting 16 0 
£127 16 9 
Credit Balanc2 at 14th May .. .. .. 12716 9 Less Petty Cash and Stamps ; 
30 17 104 Unused 10 23 
96 18 104 £30 17 104 
Cash in Bank at 14th May .. .. .. 96 8 8 —_— 
Honorary Secretary. 
H. J. GIBBNEY, 
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Records Survey and authorized the com- 
mencement of pilot projects for the survey 
of local government records in the New 
England and possibly the Wollongong areas. 
The Secretary got in touch with the 
Archives Committee of the New Zealand 
Library Association and some literature has 
been received which, it is hoped, will assist 
in the establishment of a similar project in 
Australia. 

The final session of the Conference was 
devoted to a paper by Mr. Sparrow, of the 
Commonwealth Bank Archives, on the 
problems faced in setting up the Bank’s 
archives. This led to a useful discussion of 
technical problems. 

As a final point in this report we feel 
that it is desirable to make certain com- 
ments on the structure of the Section. The 
experience of the retiring Executive leads 
us to believe that, owing to the predomi- 
nance of Sydney members in the Section, 
it is impracticable for the time being to 
have an executive situated outside Sydney. 

H. J. Grppney, 
Honorary Secretary. 


UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES SECTION 


Report of Activities for 1956 

Since the University Libraries Section 
was only four months old when the year 
began, the activities during 1956 have been 
directed chiefly to getting its machinery 
going. 

The second Annual Meeting of the 
Section was held in Sydney in June, at the 
time of the General Council Meeting there. 
Representatives from six Universities 
attended, namely, Australian National Uni- 
versitv, N.S.W. University of Technology, 
and the Universities of Queensland, Tas- 
mania, New England and Sydney. 

Two important things happened during 
the year. First was the receipt of the Hon. 
General Secretary’s letter of roth July, 
giving formal notification that the Constitu- 
tion for the Section had been approved by 
the last General Council Meeting in Sydney. 
The second was the formation of a South 
Australian Division of the Section, to which 
approval was given by the General Council 
in October. 

’ The New South Wales Division held its 
first Annual Meeting and Election of 
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Officers in May. It took part in the New 
South Wales Branch Conterence on 19th- 
21st October, held at the New South Wales 
University of Technology, Sydney. A full 


programme for the Division, arranged 
within the Conference, was carried through 
successfully. 

In November, “Notes for the Formation 
of a Division of the University Libraries 
Section” were circulated to Principal 
Librarians of University Libraries in the 
States where no Division has as yet been 
formed, urging the formation of Divisions 
where practicable. The financial position of 
the Section is sound, since no big expenses 
have been incurred. 

B. P. WINEs, 
President. 


SECTION FOR LIBRARY WORK 
WITH CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


New South Wales Division 


Report on Library Conference, 
24th January 


On Thursday, 24th January, our annual 
Library Day was held in the library of 
Sydney Grammar School. The theme was 
“What makes a good children’s book, and 
how principles of literary criticism can be 
applied”. 

The conference was extremely successful, 
not only because of the excellent attendance, 
but also because of the quality of the 
speakers who tackled the theme. 


At the morning session, Mr. Peter Elkin, 
lecturer in English at the University of 
Technology, dealt with the problem of prin- 
ciples of literary criticism. Mr. Elkin began 
a really first class address by pointing out 
the difficulty in approaching such a topic, 
because even those who might be expected 
to show unanimity had disagreed, and even 
literary critics had expressed diverse 
opinions on the same writer. To give a 
satisfactory criticism of a book, “one must 
open the whole of one’s self to it”. Then, 
Mr. Elkin proceeded to analyse one book, 
“The Village in the Jungle”, by Leonard 
Woolf, and at the end of his analysis, he 
pointed out the principles and assumptions 
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which he had made in his criticism. These, 
briefly, were: 

(1) A novel should have universality, and 
so should embody something impor 
tant to all men at all times. 

(2) It should be true to life, true to the 

essential character, heart and mind 
of the people and place. This, he 
stressed, does not imply a_photo- 
graphic truth to life. 
The writer must have imaginative 
power and art to present images and 
experiences vividly, so that we, the 
readers, can re-live his experiences, 
through all our senses. 

(4) A novel should entertain, but the 
entertainment should be pleasure in 
the sense of re-living the lives of 
others, and entering their expert- 
ences. 

Display—during the luncheon _ break, 
three of the firms who sell books with 
travelling bookmobiles, brought along their 
vans and displayed their stock. 

For the afternoon session, three speakers 
gave their ideas, on a good children’s book. 

Mrs. Roe, of Tudor House, chose as her 
example, Norman Lindsay’s “The Magic 
Pudding”, and then took it apart, slice by 
slice, to show what made a good ‘pudding’. 
After discussing the origin of the book, Mrs. 
Roe pointed out that the essential qualities 
of the book lay in the author’s unflagging 
invention, his skill in illustrating and 
writing techniques, plus his use of absorb- 
ing dialogue, verse and narration, his sense 
of humour and depth of understanding. 
“The Magic Pudding”, too, contains those 
virtues “the ripple of gaiety, democratic 
feeling, masculine humour shrewd 
commonsense”, which characterised the 
bulletin. 

In this book, Lindsay introduces us to 
many human failings, with particular appli- 
cation to Australians—with the traditional 
idea of the swaggies, their readiness to fight 
and the attitude to the law. Mrs. Roe was 
assisted by her husband, who read extracts 
from the book to illustrate points made. 

Mrs. Cotton, of Randwick Municipal 
Library, who took as her example Rumer 
Godden’s “The Doll’s House’, began by 
detailing what she expected from a good 
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book—it must tell a story—inspire interest 
in character—must show characters in 
relation to each other and to the things that 
happen to them in a way to arouse our 
curiosity—have a rising scale of suspense, 
reaching a climax, rounding itself out with 
a satisfying inevitability, and attain a stan- 
dard of good writing. 

During her analysis of the story, Mrs. 
Cotton read short extracts, to illustrate her 
summing up of the book. This was a book, 
she pointed out, where the writer’s deft 
touches gave sensitiveness and her economy 
of words gave strength. It was a book too 
with strong characterisation. 

Miss Hill, of School Library Service, 
prefaced her talk by saying that any evalua- 
tion of a book must be individual, because 
of the variety in outlook, background, 
interests, personality, intelligence and 
imagination to be found both in the writers 
and the readers. Often it was not possible 
to specify what we are looking for, yet 
most of us can recognise the quality of a 
good book, when we find it. Then Miss 
Hill outlined the following factors, which 
guided her in looking for a good book: 

(1) Integrity—writer should believe in 
his story heartily, and be absorbed 
in it. 

(2) Craftsmanship—there should be good 
writing, with vividness, and clarity, 
so that the reader can participate in 
the writer’s world and so that the 
people and dialogue are real. The 
plot should arise logically out of 
circumstances, 

(3) Moral outlook should be sound. 

(4) Originality—a good book should 
make a positive contribution to the 
experience of the reader. 

(5) Entertainment. 

In referring to boys’ books, Miss Hill 
emphasised that these books should 
measure up to the standards set for any 
good children’s book. However, two charac- 
teristics, which tend to distinguish boys’ 
books are: (1) the characters are 
exclusively male, and (2) the action is 
continuous and tends to violence. 

To conclude her talk, Miss Hill took as 
an example of a good book for boys “The 
Knight Crusader” by Ronald Welch. Here 
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was a book imaginatively written, with well 
drawn characters, continuous action, which 
has a violence inseparable from the times. 


Victorian Division 

The sectional meetings of the Victorian 
Division have been held monthly from 
February to November, 1956. The meetings 
have been combined with an inspection of 
a School or Municipal Children’s Library 
in the metropolitan area, with an average 
attendance of 26 members. 

The professional activities of the Section 
have included the establishment of formal 
relations with the Children’s Book Council 
of Victoria; discussions and findings on 
the Standards and Status and qualifications 
of Librarians; action on the lifting of 
import restrictions on children’s books from 
the United States of America; and partici- 
pation in the Book Review Bulletin. 

A syllabus of topics for discussion was 
prepared during the year, and the following 
is an Outline of it: 

February: Business meeting. 

March: Inspection of the Teachers’ 
Training College Libraries, with 
introductory talks by members of 
the Library Staff; and the Library 
training school for  Teacher- 
Librarians. 

April: Discussion groups (a) Subject- 
heading lists, led by Mr. Ian Kelly, 
(b) Errors in Children’s and 
Reference books, led by Miss K. 
O'Keefe. 

May: Discussion groups (a) Professional 
literature, led by Miss E. Haynes, 
and (b) Book selection aids, led by 
Miss Burge. 

June: Periodicals available for children, 
and interest and age groups they 
cover, by Miss J. Tindall. 

Housing and Cataloguing of Periodi- 
cals, by Mrs. N. Long. 

July: Open Forum on Methods used in 
instructing children in the use of 
Libraries, led by Miss J. McCallum. 

August: Introduction to a Central School 
Library, and its working methods, 
by the Librarian, Miss J. McCallum. 

September: Posters and Book Display 
technique, by Miss W. McConachy. 
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October: The Attraction of Potential 
Readers to Libraries and Books, by 
Miss E. Robertson. 

November: Social evening. 

A Journal of Proceedings was com- 
menced in April, to record the talks and 
discussions of the Section meetings; it is 
available for reference for those who are 
unable to attend a meeting. 

The Executive meets monthly to consider 
the Business reports of the Section; and to 
expedite, wherever possible, the formal 
part of the meetings. 

Epna E. Haynes, 
Division Representative, Victoria. 


South Australian Division 

The first meeting of this Division for 
1957 was held on Monday, 11th March, at 
8.00 p.m. Members and friends visited the 
library of St. Leonards Public School which 
the Organiser of School Libraries, Mrs. 
Gwenda Jeffrey, used to illustrate her talk 
on the aims and functions of the Primary 
School Library. 

This was a stimulating meeting both to 
the Teacher-Librarians among us and to 
those of us who have worked in Public 
Children’s Libraries, who now feel we know 
more about the other half of our member- 
ship works. 

We have now achieved the aim of last 
year’s Committee and visited a Children’s 
Library, a Secondary School Library and 
a Primary School Library within the past 
few months, gaining an overall picture of 
Library work with children in this State. 


Queensland Division 
5th April, 1957 


A business meeting was held at the Oxley 
Memorial Library to elect a new executive 
committee, which is as follows: Miss J. 
Smith (President), Miss M. Edwards 
(Secretary), Miss S. Mitchell, Miss 5. 
McCorkindale, Miss C. Melville, Miss J. 
McGibbon, Miss B. Culhane, Miss M. 
Aland, Miss F. Scott. 


12th April, 1957 
A meeting was held in the Oxley 
Memorial Library to discuss the writing of 


reviews for the September, October, and 
November issues of the Children’s Book 
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Review Bulletin. The suggestion was made 
that country centres may like to assist in 
this work. Letters were sent out asking 
the help of the librarians in question, and 
affirmative answers were received from 
Miss L. Dobson (Charleville) and Mrs. J. 
Wells (Rockhampton). 


27th May, 1957 

A meeting was held in the Oxley 
Memorial Library so that members of the 
Committee writing reviews for the Bulletin 
could hand their proposed list of titles to 
the Secretary for checking against a master 
list in case they had already been reviewed. 
Unfortunately the country centres had not 
forwarded their lists. The suggestion that 
this section of the Queensland Library 
Association may be able to organize some 
type of service to school libraries in the 
State was discussed and approved of. Miss 
C. Melville was apopinted to draft a ques- 
tionnaire to be sent to the librarians in 
question. 


7th June, 1957 


A meeting was held in the Oxley 
Memorial Library to discuss the fact that 
space had been obtained in the Teacher’s 
union paper for inclusion of the afore- 
mentioned questionnaire. Miss B. Culhane 
was appointed to write an article to be 
printed with it, asking teacher librarians 
throughout the State to co-operate as far as 
possible with us in this work. 

Country centres enlisted to aid in the pub- 
lication of the September, October, and 
November issues of the Children’s Book 
Review Bulletin still had not sent in their 
list of titles. It was decided to forward the 
list as it stood to Miss J. Arnot and list 
the rest as soon as it came to hand. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES SECTION 
4th Annual Report, 1956 
Committee 
President: Mr. J. E. Fry. 
Past President: Miss B. Johnston. 
Representative Councillor: B. 
Doubleday. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mr. A. J. Brown. 
Divisional Representatives— 
A.C.T.: Mrs. M. Bartlett ; Proxy, Miss 
J. Elliott. 
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N.S.W.: Miss J. M. Murray. 
S.A.: Mr. P. Russell. 
Victoria: Miss P. Russell (January- 


June); Miss J. Conochie (July- 
December). 

Group Representatives— 

Queensland: Mrs. M. Macgregor; 


Proxy, Miss L. Power. 

Tasmania: Miss M. Laskey; Proxy, 
Miss V. Dow. 
W.A.: Miss L. S. 
Miss J. Conochie. 


Roberts; Proxy, 


Meetings 

The third Annual General Meeting of the 
Section was held at the Public Library of 
New South Wales on Wednesday, the 21st 
of March, 1956. The President (Miss B. 
Johnston), the President-elect (Mr. J. E. 
Fry) and 12 members attended. 

Three meetings of the Section Committee 
were held during the year; the Executive 
also met on three occasions. 


Review of the Year's Work 

By comparison with the previous year, 
with its memories of the Section’s very 
successful sessions at the Brisbane Con- 
ference, 1956 can best be summarised as a 
period of consolidation. However, the 
year was not without its achievements. A 
gratifying increase in membership was 
recorded, with a particularly marked rise 
in Victoria. The scheme for the recovery 
of journals from Dead Letter Offices was 
introduced in all States, and is functioning 
satisfactorily. A detailed review of the 
Section constitution was undertaken, and 
by the end of the year a revised draft had 
been prepared for submission to members. 
Finally, a provisional programme for the 
Section’s meetings at the 1957 General Con- 
ference in Adelaide was drawn up, and 
several papers are already in course of 
preparation. The financial position of the 
Section remains satisfactory. 


The Recovery of Journals from 
Dead Letter Offices 

The scheme for the recovery of scholarly 
journals from Dead Letter Offices was 
initiated by the Section in 1955, after pro- 
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longed negotiation with the Postmaster- 
General’s Department. During 1956 the 
scheme was extended to all States, although 
in practice it has become evident that its 
usefulness is limited almost exclusively to 
New South Wales, with 47 libraries regu- 
larly receiving lists, and to Victoria, with 
25 participants. In both States journals 
have been claimed from every monthly list 
issued by the respective Dead Letter Offices. 


Revision of the Constitution 

The Constitution of the Section was first 
adopted in 1952, with the note that its 
provisions should be reviewed after two 
years of operation. Certain amendments 
were made in September 1955, and in Feb- 
ruary 1956 a number of other alterations 
were proposed. The voting on_ these 
amendments proved to be invalid, and 
before re-submitting them to the vote it 
was decided to undertake a detailed review 
of the Constitution and By-Laws. For this 
purpose a sub-committee consisting of Miss 
V. Dow (Convener), Miss B. M. Brown, 
Miss R. M. Doig, Mrs. K. Palfy, and Mr. 
A. J. Brown was appointed. The sub- 
committee’s report, tabled in September, 
recommended extensive amendments to the 
present Constitution. A revised draft con- 
stitution incorporating these alterations 
was prepared and circulated to Division and 
Group committees and to the Honorary 
General Secretary of the Association for 
comment. After further revision, the draft 
was circulated to all members in January 
1957 for a postal ballot, the result of which 
is expected to be announced at the Annual 
(;seneral Meeting. 


General Conference, 1957 


The next General Conference of the 
Association will be held in Adelaide in 
August 1957, and it is proposed that each 
Section shall operate on the “working 
party” method as at Brisbane. The theme 
chosen for the Section’s sessions is “Classi- 
fication as an aid to information retrieval”. 
Miss B. M. Brown, Miss J. Conochie and 
Miss V. Dow were appointed a_ sub- 
committee to draw up a provisional pro- 
gramme and to invite papers on the subject. 
By the end of December the sub-committee 
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was able to report that several papers were 
already in course of preparation. In view 
of the Association’s decision to hold a 
General Conference in 1957, the Committee 
decided not to proceed with its plans for a 
purely Sectional Conference, as suggested 
at the 3rd Annual General Meeting. 


Membership 
Individual Members. 

Division Pro- Corporate 
or Group. fessional. Ordinary. Members. Total. 
N.S.W. 27(27) —95(78) 26(32) 148(137) 
1 (2) (7) 21) (10) 
A... 4 (6) 1517) 5 (8) 24 (31) 
Tasmania .. 1 (1) 4 (4) —(—) 5 (5) 
Victoria . 20(20) 103(77) 24{21) 147(118) 
W.A. .. .. —(—) 8 (7) 2(—) 10 (7) 
Total .. 55(50) 242(201) 60(62) 357(322) 


(Note: Figures in brackets refer to 1955 mem- 
bership. ) 


The increase in membership is pleasing, 
particularly as under the new method of 
recruitment, whereby intending members 
are required to nominate for a particular 
Section when paying subscriptions to the 
Registrar of the Association, the Sections 
are now assured that all members appear- 
ing on their rolls are financial. The rise in 
membership is especially marked in Vic- 
toria, but New South Wales, Queensland 
and Western Australia all record welcome 
gains. 


Finance 

This year the Association adopted a more 
liberal method of financing the activities of 
Branches and Sections, i.e. an annual pay- 
ment of £50 to each Branch, Regional 
Branch, and Section, plus a further £10 in 
each year for every hundred members or 
part thereof, plus a further £5 in each 
year to each Section for each of its 
Divisions. As a result, the Special Libraries 
Section received from the Association 
during the year a total of £110, represent- 
ing an increase of 35% on the 1955 grant. 
The total income from all sources exceeded 
expenditure by £18/7/5. (For full details 
of Receipts and Payments, see Financial 
Statement attached.) 
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SECTION FOR LIBRARY WORK WITH CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year ending 31st December, 1956 


RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE 
Balance as at Ist Payments to State Divi- 
January, 1956 332 2 10 sions— 
From the Library Australian Capital 
Association o Territory wu 
Australia 105 6 0 New South Wales... 31 5 & 
South Australia .. § @ 8 
Tasmania 3.0 «0 
Victoria 1) 9 6 
Western Australia 515 
- 63.15 11 
Fares 12 8 
Stationery- 
Section Executive 
L.A.A. Registrar = ¢ 
——- 17 8 0 
90 15 7 
Credit Balance as 
3ilst December, 1956 46 7 3 
£137 2 10 £137 2 10 
1957 Office-Bearers establish what type of meeting was most 
President: Mr. A. ]. Brown. favoured by members; the most popular 


Past President 
Representative 

Doubleday. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Miss M. Cameron. 


: Mr. J. E. Fry. 
Councillor: Miss 
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Divisions and Groups 

Division 

Most of the work of the Division is done 
informally. A well-attended social meeting 
was held in May, at which Mr. Burbridge, 
3ritish Council Liaison Officer with the 
U.K. High Commissioner, gave an interest- 
ing address on the work of Graham Greene. 
N.S.W. Division 

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Division was held on 14th February, and 
one ordinary general meeting was held, on 
23rd May, at which a panel answered ques- 
tions sent in by members. Because of the 
New South Wales Branch Conference, held 
in October, no other general meetings were 
arranged. A questionnaire was circulated 
to all members in April, in an effort to 
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topics were (1) the handling of periodicals, 
(2) elements of good reference work, (3) 
abstracting and indexing services in dif- 
ferent subject fields. Six Committee meet- 
ings were held during the year. 

most successful Conference was 
arranged by the New South Wales Branch 
in October, at which the Division held a 
full programme of sessions, two of them 
jointly with other Sections. An excellent 
display of library equipment was also held. 

Entries for the revised issue of the “List 
of Periodical Holdings” have received a 
final checking, and typing of the stencils is 
now in progress; with the co-operation of 
the President of the New South Wales 
Branch this is being done by voluntary 
helpers. 


S.A. Division 

Five Divisional meetings were held 
during the year. The first meeting was at 
the Electricity Trust of South Australia 
on 29th February, and this was followed by 
a meeting at the Research Service of the 
Public Library of S.A., on Ist June, at 
which the Research Officer, Mr. I. A. 
Wells, described the working of his depart- 
ment and demonstrated some of _ the 
reference tools used. On 26th June mem- 
bers met at the Weapons Research Estab- 
lishment, and Miss J. Holland described the 
working of the main library and one of the 
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branch libraries. 


The remaining meetings 
were held at the Mines Department, on 21st 
August, and the Parliamentary Library on 
23rd October. 


Victorian Division 

Five general meetings were held during 
the year, including the Annual General 
Meeting in February, at which suggestions 
for the year’s meetings were put forward. 
The remaining meetings were held at two- 
monthly intervals, in April, June, August 
and October. The first of these took the 
form of a “Problem Night”, the second 
papers were read on Standards and Patents, 
the third consisted of a conducted tour of 
the “Argus” printing works, and the last 
was a “Brains Trust” designed primarily 
to help Registration candidates. In addition, 
visits were arranged to the C.S.1.R.O. Head 
Office Library and to the Olympic Tyre and 
Rubber Company’s Library. 

Three issues of “The Abstractor” were 
distributed to members, and in addition 
three Supplements were issued. “Special 
Librarians’ Tools—a Union List”, which 
was compiled at the direction of the 
Division, was issued by C.S.I.R.O. and was 
made freely available to all members of the 
Division. 

The Duplicates Exchange Bureau con- 
tinued to function most satisfactorily under 
the management of Mrs. J. Korn. 


Queensland Group 

A general meeting was held on 12th Sep- 
tember at the Library of the C.S.LR.O. 
Plant and Soils Division. Owing to the 
limited membership of the Group, most of 
its activities are carried out informally. 


Tasmanian Group 


The Group is too small to hold meetings, 
but its members keep in close touch with 
one another. It is hoped to recruit several 
new members in 1957. 


West Australian Group 


The Group had a very successful year, 
the highlight being a meeting designed to 
give library users a chance to say what 
they expected from Special Libraries. This 
meeting, held on 26th April, was well 
attended by members, interested officers of 
institutions providing library services, and 
by representatives of the State and Uni- 
versity Libraries. Other activties during 
the year included visits to the Libraries of 
the Institute of Agriculture, the Education 
Department and the Department of Agri- 
culture, and an informal evening to which 
visitors were invited. 


J. E. Fry, 
President. 
A. J. Brown 


Hon. Secretary-Treasurer. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES SECTION 
Statement of Receipts and Payments for the Year ended 31st December, 1956 


RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 
Balance at 3lst December, 1955 Postages, Typing and General 
Cash at Commonwealth Expenses 13 13 3 
Savings Bank wer 3610 4 Payments to Divisions— 
Grants from L.A.A. .. .. .. 110 0 0 Australian Capital sania 5 0 0 
Bank Interest —— 1 5 8 New South Wales 30 0 0 
Subscription Received (contra) 1 1 0 South 5 0 0 
Refund of Balance, Annual Victoria 4 25 0 0 
General Meeting Cash, _— 65 0 0 
Advanced in 1955 8 10 5 Audit Fee, 1955 wal. 5 5 0O 
Subse riptions Received (contra) 1 1 0 
Expenses Advance — Hon. Secre- 
Balance at 3lst December, 1956— 
Cash at 
Bank oe 60 0 6 
Petty Cash 
-- 63 8 2 
£157 7 5& | £157 7 5& 


We have examined the above statement of receipts and payments with the books and vouchers of 
the Special Libraries Section and report that it is in accordance therewith. 


Melbourne, 
(Signed) Cooper Bros., WAY & HARDIE, 


JULY, 1957 


8th February, 1957. 
Chartered Accountants. 
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MAN MAKES A MOON! 


An ARTIFICIAL SATELLITE, a midget 
moon, will be hurled into an orbit 300 
miles above Earth late this year, or early 
in 1958. 

It will be an American contribution to 
the astonishing scientific programme of 
the International Geophysical Year. 

The satellite — a gleaming sphere 20 
inches in diameter and weighing 214 
pounds — will be carried to the threshold 
of space by a three-stage rocket. Its orbi- 
tal speed will be 18,000 miles-per-hour, 
and it will circle this planet every 90 
minutes. 


Instruments inside the satellite will 
radio back to Earth information about air 
density, temperature and pressure, the 
shape of the planet, the intensity of solar 
and cosmic radiation, and the incidence 
of meteors. 


SHELL UMF, a new aviation fuel, is 
being used in development of the first- 
stage rocket that will carry the tiny fact- 
finding, space-probing ball aloft. 


Woomera, South Australia, may 
become the base for subsequent satellite 
launchings. 


Shell serves Australia .. . 
YOU CAN BE SURE OF 


- 
464/TSD Guat 
XI 


Important Books for Australian Libraries 


AUSTRALIAN TRADING BANKS 
H. W. Arndt 
Protester of Economics, Canberra University College. 
A comprehensive history of Australian trading banks and the way they guide and control 
the nation’s finance and economic activities. mee 27/6 


AUSTRALIA’S COLONIAL CULTURE 


Dr. George Nadel 


A scholarly account of men, ideas and institutions in mid-nineteenth century eastern 
Australia. 30/- 


AUSTRALIA IN WORLD AFFAIRS 
1950-55 


Edited by G. Greenwood and N. D, Harper 


An authoritative survey from an Australian standpoint of the Commonwealth's actions 
and commitments. Contributors: G. Greenwood, N. D, Harper, F, Alexander, G. Sawer, 
Wilfred Prest, C. P. Fitzgerald, R. Neale, R. B. Joyce, John Andrews, Associate 
Professor Harper has also contributed a chapter on the recent Suez crisis. 45/- 


CHESHIRES 


BOOKSELLERS AND PUBLISHERS 


338 LITTLE COLLINS ST. NEWCASTLE BUILDINGS 
MELBOURNE, C.1 and CIVIC CENTRE, CANBERRA 
MU 9532 J 2502 
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